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Avdress of the Conductors. 


Tue Conductors of the Gosret Apvocate having been deprived 
of the valuable services of their former publisher, think it proper 
to inform the readers of their Miscellany, that no change will be 
made, on that account, in the general arrangements of its publica- 
tion. 

Four years have now elapsed since itscommencement. During 
the first two of these, the expences far exceeded the income ; 
during the last it has supported itself. And though the patronage 
bestowed upon'it has not been powerful, and it has increased in 
reputation, more than emolument, yet both, perhaps, have been 
greater and more widely extended than the Conductors had any 
reason to hope, when it is considered, that the whole work has 
been conducted by gratuitous exertions, amid all the toils of pro- 
fessional labour. 

To their venerable fathers of the Episcopacy the Conductors 
are most grateful for the very encouraging language in which 
they have been pleased to express their approbation of the Gos- 
pel Advocate. This circumstance, more than any other ,has led 
them to persevere in exertions and submit to sacrifices, for which 
they desire no other reward than the benefit of the Church, and 
the approbation of the wise and good. 

To their own Diocesan in particular, they are more indebted 
than they can well express, not only for his patronage, but also 
for the part which he has borne in their labours. The pledge 
they at first receivéd of his approbation and support was a princi- 
pal inducement to their association, and they consider the produc- 
tions of his pen as among the greatest ornaments which have 
decorated and enriched their pages. 

For subscriptions and contributions to their work, they are un- 
der much obligation to the diocese of South Carolina. Of these, 
however, they regret to add, they are now almost entirely depriv- 
ed, in consequence of the establishment of a similar publication 
at Charleston. From North Carolina, Pennsyivania, New-York, 
and Connecticut, they have had occasional contributions, ‘which 
have been received with great pleasure and have contributed 
much to the value of their publication. Some of their earlier 
numbers were much indebted'to the classic pen of a venerable 
clergyman in one of the British previnces. They lament to say, 
that a spring so copious and so pure, has ceased to supply them 
with its fertilizing. waters. 
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These contributions have been received with the more thank- 
fulness, because they came from those who could be interested ia 
the success of their publication only from its general merits and 
influence. To the clergy and laity of the Eastern Diocese, the 
Conductors looked with confidence that they should receive a ve- 
ry general support and encouragement. In this they are sorry to 
add they have been disappointed. With the exception of one or 
two pieces of great merit and usefulness from a distinguished lay- 
man in Maine, they are indebted chiefly to two individuals in Ver- 
mont for all the assistance derived from that quarter. From one 
of these especially that assistance has been copious and valuable. 
[t will not they trust be less so in future; and they look to that 
state in full confidence that others of its clergy will follow so good 
an example. 

To the clergy and laity of Massachusetts the Gospel Advocate 
is chiefly indebted for its support. This, perhaps, was naturally 
to be expected, from the number and character of the members 
of our Church in this state, and from the influence of local circum- 
stances ; and so long as this patronage continues, and the cler- 
gy preserve their present happy union, the Conductors will have 
no occasion to fear for the existence of their work. Should that 
patronage increase, and contributions be more regularly and system- 
atically made, the success of the Gospel Advocate will be beyond 
the reach of caprice or accident. 

From Rhode Island the Conductors have received, in the way of 
contributions nearly nothing. Even the Ecclesiastical intelligence of 
that state has never been sent tothem; and they have derived all 
their information of its internal concerns through the Christian Jour- 
nal, published in New-York. With regard to subscriptions, these 
from the first have been very inconsiderable and inconstant; and 
within a few days the small number which remained in Bristol and 
Providence have been withdzawn. For this measure, the Conductors 
had been prepared by an intimation, that, unless something should 
appear in the Advocate, to remove the dissatisfaction occasioned by 
certain pieces respecting prayer meetings, a considerable number 
of persons would, aftera reasonable time, withdraw their patronage. 

To all such intimations the Conductors can give but one answer. 
The editorial remarks concerning the pieces referred to, for which 
alone they can be responsible, contain sentiments, adopted after 
mature reflection, and which they have as yet seen no cause to 
change. The subject of prayer meetings was forced upon them, 
as their readers will perceive on recurring to p. 73 of vol. 3, by 
a communication from Rhode Island. As this was the only piece 
ever communicated from either clergy or laity of that state,* the 


*The Bishop, though residemtin Rhode Island, is considered, of course, as not 
belonging more to that State, than to the others which compose his diocese. The 
Conductors received some very valaable communications from a Clergyman, who 
never held a parochial cure, and who has now removed from Rhode Island. This 


is the only exception ; and the exception proves the rule. 















ee 





















Ngee gies As 








1825. | Address of the Conductors. 3 


Conductors were induced to admit it, in the hope, which subsequent 
events have shewn to be vain, of conciliating their affections, and 
inducing them to take an active part in the publication. Wheth- 
er it was written for the mischievous purpose of promoting dis- 
union, they leave to the conscience of the writer to determine ; 
but as soon as they perceived, that even the most temperate ex- 
pression of opposite sentiments, served only as a pretext for organ- 
izing an opposition to their work, they endeavoured, as lovers of 
peace, to retire from the discussion. “The attempt has been una- 
vailing ; and they are now disposed patiently to submit to the con- 
sequences. 
They perceive, with great sorrow, the existence of this peevish 
and irritable spirit; a spirit entirely inconsistent with the char- 
acter of Churchmen, because it is productive of division and dis- 
cord, instead of unity and brotherly love. If they had permitted 
infected goods to be brought into the sacred city, producing the 
wide-wasting pestilence, reason would be, that they should be de- 
nounced and discarded ; but when the Bishops of the Church have 
30 explicitly and unreservedly approved their labours; when their 
owa Diocesan, subsequently to the appearance of the pieces com- 
plained of, and unsolicited by the Conductors, has recommended the 
Gospel Advocate, ia the most emphatic manner, to the patronage 
of the clergy and laity in general; how inconsistent is it, with the 
profession of any member of our Church, to discontinue a publication, 
intended for the common good, because itis not entirely subservi- 
ent to the views and feelings he has been accustomed to entertain. 
In our Church, all the fundamental principles of faith are settled, and 
out of the reach of controversy. It can only be on questions of 
expediency that we can differ; and on such questions it should 
ever be remembered, there is constant occasion for the exercise 
of mutual charity.—The subject of prayer-meetings is one of this 
number. It is the peculiar privilege of our Church that she pro- 
vides so many meetings for social prayer. If we were entirely to 
follow up her wise directions we should meet twice every day for 
that purpose. But for all such worship she contemplates the use 
of her liturgy and the ministrations of her priesthood. Let such 
meetings be multiplied to the full extent of the Church’s requisi- 
tions, and even beyond that extent, and the Conductors will bless 
God for the revival of so pure and primitive a spirit of piety. 
What they object to, as inconsistent with the principles of 
Churchmen, and dangerous, as experience has shewn, in its 
tendency, is the practice of lay-exhortation and extempore 
prayer. ‘The latter, is in their opinion, allowable, even to the 
clergy, only in the worship of the closet, and when they appear 
in the chamber of sickness, as intercessors for those who cannot 
pray as they ought for themselves. ‘[pe practice of extempore 
prayer in public and at social meetings, and especially the prac- 
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tice of admitting laymen thus to pray, is, in their view, entirely to 
be discouraged ; because, independent of the fundamental objection 
that extempore prayer never can be social, the practice fosters 
spiritual pride, and the most ignorant and presumptuous are often 
the most forward in thus displaying, what they conceive to be, their 
abilities. The retired and retiring exercise of devotion, that 
high and holy communion which every human heart ought to 
hold with its Maker, has a tendency to humble and to purify; not 
so the public exhibition of gifts, and the competition, who shall 
make the best prayer. Many worthy men, no doubt, engage in 
these exercises from good motives; but it is mournful to see, how 
often a luxuriant crop of tares springs up among the wheat, and 
overtops, if it does not altogether choke, the good grain. 

In protesting against lay-exhortation, the conductors hope they 
shali not be misunderstood as expressing any disrespectful dis- 
tinction between fhe clergy and the laity. There are laymen in 
the Church who are capable of expounding the scriptures, and 
preaching sermons as well, perhaps better than many of the cler- 
gy. but it is notsuch who are most apt to rush into the employ- 
ment. Their knowledge of the scriptures produces a respect for 
the sacerdotal chzracter, and the humility consequent to such 
knowleage, bids them well beware, with what intent they touch 
its holy occupations. It is a wise provision in the Christian Church 
that men should not assume, but should be appointed to its offices, 
by persons of competent authority. The moment this line is pass- 
ed over, there are no limits to repress extravagance and indiscre- 
tion; and experience has shewn that they who are least qualifi- 
ed to teach and exhort are the most ready to do both. ‘It must 
often have occurred to an attentive observer of mankind,” says 
an able apologist for those who in England are called Evangelical 
clergymen, ‘+ that men in the obscurest situations, and of the most 
contined capacity, will be smitten witha passion for setting the World, 
or the Church to rights ; and conceive themselves capable of such 
an undertaking, while it is notorious, perhaps, that their own im- 
mediate province, though of small dimensions, is in the greatest 
disorder.”* The same writer, speaking of the debasement of the 
christian ministry by lay-preaching, has the following remarks up- 
on its practical tendency. ‘‘ We find men ‘plunged to the hilts’ 
in secular business, employed from Monday morning to Saturday 
evening in the lowest occupations, with neither books, leisure, or 
even inclination for acquiring knowledge, assuming on a Sunday 
the office of teachers; and in this office, not confining themselves 
within the limits of some obvious truths, but attempting to play 
the Theologian, by entering upon subjects, on which profound 


*Preface to “ Zeal without innovation; or the present state of Religion and 
Morals considered.” 
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learning and patient investigation have toiled in vain. Here in- 
stead of the good sense, the simplicity, the lowly consciousness of 
defective endowment, the evident manifestation of undissembled 
piety and kindness—we often recognize conceit, impudence, rash- 
ness, violence, and not unfrequently, an irreverent familiarity with 
sacred things, bordering upon impiety.”* 

Mr. Wilks, the editor of the Christian Observer, after express- 
ing his opinion in favor of well constituted parochial societies, on 
the plan of those recommended by Nelson, observes, that “* view- 
ing ‘the signs of the times’ it is impossible to be too cautious in 
the mode of constituting such societies, in the plans to be pursued 
by them, and the persons who are to influence their proceedings. 
‘‘ Most persons who are versed in the religious history of the last 
few years can bear record that the tendency to deterioration is 
more rapid in societies of this kind, than in almost any other. 
Self-conceit, ostentation, jealousy, party-spirit, a love of gossiping 
and interference, and sometimes perhaps detraction, and even 
worse evils, are too apt to insinuate themselves into ‘ friendly 
religious societies.” In addition to this, a taste for large meetings, 
and for more stimulant modes of conducting them than a well-con- 
stituted church-society could countenance, often spreads among 
their less judicious members. Even where the object is well de- 
fined—as, for instance, simply reading a sermon—a few exposito- 
ry remarks are aptin time to be introduced, till at length, per- 
haps, the printed sermon is wholly laid aside, and an extempora- 
ry address substituted in its place. Thus the whole spirit and 
design of the institution are gradually changed; and it becomes 
very difficult to prevent such a society verging, in the course of 
years, towards practical, if mot professed, Dissent from the very 
Church whose principles and discipline it was expressly instituted 
to support.”’t 

The celebrated Commentator on the Bible, the late Dr. Thomas 
Scott, expressed himself in still bolder terms of digapprobation. 
** When curate of Olney, I, as it were, inherited a prayer-meet- 
ing conducted on the same plan, but not so wild and extray- 
agant as the prayer meetings in your parish are; but J soon 
found it needful or advisable to withdraw, and to leave the per- 
sons who conducted it to themselves; neither opposing nor 
countenancing it. Most of them became dissenters, some dissent- 


*Zeal without Innovation, p. 24—25, 2d edition, London, 1809. This volume 
was published anonymously, but it is believed that it was the production of the 
Rev, Mr. Bean, a clergyman of great piety, who has written several useful tracts, 
and particularly one called ** Advice to a new married eouple.” 

+Correlative claims and duties; by the Rev. Samuel Charles Wilks, A. M. Lon- 
don, 1821, p. 276—277. See a notice of this work, in the Gospel Advocate,:for 
September, 1823, Vol. 3, p. 281. The re-publication in America of at feast the 
second part of this work would be very useful to our Church. 
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ing ministers.” And again. ‘The evils which arose from” the 
prayer-meetings “ at Olney induced such an association of ideas in 
my mind, as probably never can be dissolved.—T wo or three ef- 
fects were undeniable. Ist. They proved hotbeds on which su- 
perficial and discreditable preachers were hastily raised up ; who, 
going forth on the Lord’s day to the neighboring parishes, inter- 
cepted those who used to attend Mr. Newton. Qdly. Men were 
called to pray in public, whose conduct afterwards brought a deep 
disgrace on the gospel. 3dly. They produce a captious, critici- 
sing, seli-wise spirit, so that even Mr. Newton himseif could sel- 
dom please them. ‘These things had no small effect in leading 
him to leave Olney. 4thly. They rendered the people so contemp- 
tuously indifferent to the worship of God at the Church, and, indeed 
mana of them to any public worship in which they did not take a part, 
that I never before or since witnessed any thing like it: and this 
was one of my secfet reasons for leaving Olney.””* 

It is a little curious, that while, in the Church of England such 
unexceptionable witnesses have given their testimony to the abu- 
ses which grow out of extempore prayer and lay-exhortalion, there 
should be found in the Episcopal Churcu of America, those who 
are prepared, not only to assert, inthe most unqu: ulitied language, 
their excellence and usefulness, but also to prescribe as wanting 
vital religion, all who disapprove or doubt concerning them.— 
Still more is it to be wondered at, tuat support should be with- 
held from a publication, acknowledged to be useful in the main, 
because, on a question of doubtful expediency, the Conductors have 
the independence to think for themselves. 

They cannot therefore but renew their appeal to the clergy 
and laity of the Eastern Diocese, and ask them to consider again, 
whether the continuance of this publication is not so important as 
to demand their united and permanent efforts. ‘The question is not 
whether this is faultless, but whether, if it should be suffered to sink, 
any other would be likely to rise in itsstead. The Conductors 
are well aware of their own imperfections, and of the difhculty 
which there must always be in giving such a variety of matter, 
as will suit all classes of readers.—They who know the difficulty, 
will be very tolerant, even if their expectations are not gratified. 

With regard to the propriety of admitting such communications 
as may be offered, while they do not arrogate to themselves any 
exemption from error, they must always claim, as an official pre- 
rogative, the liberty of fearlessly and independently exercising 
their judgment. It isso manifestly their interest not to reject any 


*Life of the Rev. Thomas Scott, D. D. Boston, 1822, p. 335, 356, or New-York , 
1824, p. 306, 307, The whole of Dr. Scott’s remarks upon prayer-meetings will 
deserve the attention of all who profess and call themselves Churchmen, ‘There 
was some (difficulty, m selecting for the present purpose, where the whole was in 
point, without making the quotation too long. 












eV 
. 











en oe 
« 








25. | /iddress of the Conductors. q 





communication which may seem to them proper for their work, 
that they cannot conceive how such rejection can ever be attrib- 
uted to improper motives. ‘The best written pieces of even their 
most valued correspondents have been refused or delayed, be- 
cause they did not appear to be suitable or seasonable.—The 
same measure which they mete to others they deal to themselves. 
There is not one of the Conductors who has not at times had his 
pieces rejected or altered; and this with a much more unsparing 
hand than has been employed upon communications from their 
correspondents. ‘They are always thankful to receive, and ready 
to admit, well written pieces, provided they are suitable, in their 


judgment, to the general object of their work; but they have too 


much respect for ‘their readers, and they shall in future have too 
much regard to the interests of the Church, to insert any piece 
which may seem to them greatly exceptionable, in language, in 
sentiment, or in the spirit with which it is written. They may 
add that they have too much respect for their correspondents 
themselves, willingly to admit vapid, and crude, and hasty compo- 
sitions. 

It is greatly to be wished that one respectable periodical jour- 
nal could be conducted, as a vehicle for information concerning 
the minute, as well as mighty events, by which the condition of the 
Christian Church is modified, and for religious instruction on the 
various topics which are rendered prominent, at each particular 
period, by the conflict of human opinion. At present the strength 
of our Church is divided, and of course weakened, by the support 
of several smali publications, which have a very limited circula- 
tion. Each contains valuable materials, which, if brought togeth- 
er, would edify the whole Church. And the local intelligence 
which they contain, and which is now confined to the orbit in 
which they move, would, if there were one great work as a 
common centre, be extended with equal benefit to the whole 
Union. 

These obvious advantages are duly appreciated by many 
of the leading denominations in this country. ‘The Christian 
Spectator, conducted at New-Haven, has the patronage, it is be- 
lieved, of the great body of orthodox congregationalisis. The 
learning, and talents of Yale College and of Andover are put in 
requisition for its support ; and the number of its subscribers, en- 
ables the publisher, not only to pay an editor, but also to stimu- 
late the industry of contributors by pecuniary reward.—From 
this source, students of divinity derive at least a partial support ; 
and thus two important objects are accomplished, for the gener- 
al benefit of their religious community. So important has a work 
of this nature appeared, to the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, that the Christian Advocate has been established 
under the avowed and formal patronage, it is believed, of that 
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body; and one of their most respectable and able divines ap- 
pointed as an editor, with a permanent salary. 

Should the General Convention of 1826, deem the subject 
worthy of their attention, and should our venerable Fathers of the 
Episcopacy think fit to originate any plan for the purpose of es- 
tablishing one religious periodical publication for our Church, the 
Conductors of the Gospel Advocate will, without hesitation, consent 
to turn their smaller stream into the common channel. Their 
object has been to promote the general good, and thev have 
cheerfully submitted to the pecuniary losses at first, and the gra- 
tuitous labour at all times, which they have been obliged to sus- 
tain, in the hope that the Church would be benefitted by their la- 
bours, and their sacrifices. With the same hope they shall con- 
tinue their exertions, till the subject of a general publication shall 
engage the attention of the whole Church, or till they shall find, 
that their labours are not likely to promote the object for which 
they are bestowed. 





[We owe an apology to the author and to our readers, for not 
inserting the following Essay in its proper place. It having been 
mislaid, and as we feared lost, we determined to give No. 3, in 
December. Happily No. 2 has since been found, and though its 
place is, for obvious reasons, occupied by the foregoing address, 
we are unwilling to postpone the insertion of it beyond the pre- 
sent number. 


On the Character of the Writings of St. Paul. 
No. II. 


Pursuant to promise in a former number, I proceed to notice 
the manner of St. Paul ; in other words, to examine the peculli- 
arities of his style, whether defects or excellencies. 

That there is a considerable degree of obscurity in some parts 
of these epistles is too obvious to be denied. From the time of 
Origen to the present day, it has been the complaint of all inter- 
preters of this portion of Holy writ. To this obscurity may be 
traced several dogmas supposed to be found in these epistles, and 
therefore insisted on, as a necessary part of the Christian faith, 
while no traces of them can be found in other parts of the New 
Testament. *—I would not be understood to disclaim every thing 


*“ Ex paucis hujus epistole sermonibus totius Scripture sensum—-conantur 
evertere.””—Origen in Rom. 
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whick cannot be traced to the first histories of Christianity ;—it 
were, to say the least. presumptuous, to suppose that nothin of 
importance was communicated to the apostles by the Holy Spirit, 
the promise of which only is contained in the Gospel histories.’ 
But such pretended additional doctrines should be carefully ex- 
amined, and not received but upon the clearest assertions of the 
sacred writers ; and more especially should this caution be ex- 
ercised with regard to supposed fundamental dogmas. ‘Thai 
this scrutiny mav be made with effect, it is necessary thata 
knowledge of the causes of the obscurities whence the Doctrines 
under examination might possibly derive their being, should be 
obtained. 

In the epistles of St. Paul they are chiefly these. 

Ist. A Hebraistic style, common to St. Paul with the other 
writers of the New Testament. 

2d. An accommodation of his style and sentiments to those 
whom he addresses : whose habits and modes of thinking and 
expression being very different from those of later ages, must ne- 
cessarily cause considerable difliculty in such accommodated pas- 
sages. 

3d. A frequency of long and complicated sentences, in which 
an accurate construction is difficult to be attained.f 

4th. A common occurrence of parenthetical explanations or 
digressions, sometimes of very considerable length, by which 
the flow of ideas is retarded, an apparent confusion introduced, 
and the whole discuurse rendered difficult of comprehension. 

5th. A frequent change of person, whether of the speaker or of 
those addressed, whereby the sense of the author is rendered un- 
certain, ani the readeris perplexed in his endeavours te follow 
up the argument. 

6th. <A variety of methods in confirming or illustrating argu- 
ments by passages from the Old lestament, by citing them 
either in their direct and literal sense, or, in a sense secondary, 


*On the contrary, the ovnly means of chtaining a complefe system of Doctrine is 
the comparison of the whole. Inthe gouspelof John we read that our Saviour prom- 
ised to his dicipies the Spirit, who should teach them that which they could not 
then bear,—all things, which he did not then communicate to. them, Some part 
then, of the will of God, was not revealed previous tothe coming of the Spirit 
But this coming is not nerrated in any of the gospels, (nor even the promise of it in 
the three first) consequently. the doctrines which he was to reveal, are not con- 
tained iu the gospels. The declaiation of our Saviour himself, contained in John, 
proves that Ae did not immediately veveal the whole will of God. Accordingly, 
in the epistles many things may be found which are not in the gospels. e. ¢. the 
resurrection of the body, the cireumstance of the fine! judgement, church diseipliae, 
&e. &ec. yet there are none which cannot be traced, to fundamental privciples con- 
tained in those writings. We may say. then, that all things essential to salvation are 
contained in the gospels, but the whole will of God respecting the means, nature 
and cireumstances, can only be found in the whole New ‘iestament. 


+** Sepe longius justo floruit Panlus, quia non est astrictu periodis.’’—Jelanc 
thon. 
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but yet intended by the writer, or merely by way of accommo- 
dation. 

The first of these causes of obscurity has been so often remark- 
ed by writers on the New Testament as to need little further no- 
tice. One or two instances of its peculiar application to the wri- 
tings of St. Paul may suffice. 

The frequency of Hypallage in the Hebrew idiom is notorious.* 
it appears to have been adopted thence by St. Paul in divers 
places, some of which have given no little trouble to expositors, 
through inattention to this circumstance. >o in Heb. ix. 23. ‘It 

was therefore necessary that ithe patterns of the things in the 
heavens should be purified with these ; but the heavenly things 
themselves with better things than these.” The word purify be- 
ing here used respecting heavenly places, has given commentators 
occasion to invent_ various methods of proving that they needed 
purification, whereas the expression used by the apostle is merely 
a Hebraistic form, signifying ** the appropriation of heavenly bliss 
to believers, by means of the blood of Christ.” Again in the epis- 
tie to the Colossians, i. 20, we read * it pleased the Father—by 
him to reconcile all things unto himself; by lim. | say, whether 
they be things in earth, or things in heaven” expressing the union 
of all things under Christ. not the reconciliation of heavenly things 
to him, as though they had committed any offence against him. 
Thus the sentiment is cle: irly expressed in the parallel passage in 
the epistle to the Ephesians (i. 10.) ‘That, in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times, he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth. 

Again: it has been proved, from a careful comparison of many 
passages of the Hebrew scriptures, to be an ordinary practice of 
those writers, when a compound proposition has been stated, to 
treat first of that part which was last in order, and afterwards of 
that which first occurred.t ‘This custom obtains more or less in 
all the Epistles of St. Paul. In that to the Romans, tor instance, 
the apostle lays down (i. 16) this principle; that the gospel of 
Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth, to the Jew first, and then to the Gentile. He proceeds 
to establish it by displaying their inability to obtain their own 

salvation, treating first of the Gentiles (i. 18—end) and afterwards 
of the Jews (ii. i iii.) notwithstanding that they held the first place 
in his proposition. The influence this mode of writing may have 
in causing obscurity, is remarkably illustrated by 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
‘Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God: ” where 
the collocation of phrases would seem to require that the name 


* Remarkable instances occur, Job iv. 10 ; Hos. ii. 18, and in the N. T. Lu. i. 64. 
+ See Ikenius’ learned disputation on this subject. Diss. Philol. Theol. Diss. 
vii. Leyd. Ed, 1749. 











_ & S09 
we) Pe Aes 








1825.] On the Writings of St. Paul. i] 


ef Christ should be the cause of sanctification, the Spirit that of 
justification. The Scriptures, however, universally ascribe justi- 
fication to Christ, sanctification to the Holy Spirit; and if the 
Hebraistic form be admitted in this passage, it will be found to 
harmonize with the rest of Holy writ; whereas, retaining the or- 
dinary Greek construction, writers have in vain attempted to effect 
a ieconciliation, by showing that both justification and sanctifica- 
tion are generally ascribed to both Son and Spirit. 

Numerous instances of verbal Hebraisms, (such as the use of 
yivadza (know) for approve, of ucsery (hate) for love in a lesser de- 
gree, of diduur (gtve) for constiiute, appoint, &c.) might be given, 
all affecting the interpretation of these epistles in a greater or less 
degree; but the limits of this essay will not permit. 

Il. The apostie, in his epistles, is accustomed to accommodate 
himself, more or less, to the habits and opinions of those whom he 
is addressing. This is undoubtedly a cause of dificulty to a mo- 
dern reader, on acconnt of the change of manners, expressions, © 
and even thoughts, since the date of these epistles. Yet can it 
not afford any hold to the fastidious caviller, since, whatever 
method had been pursued in the exposition of these writings, such 
difficulties must have occurred, with respect to some portion of 
the human race, to all of whom they are intended to convey com- 
fort and instruction. The most natural plan, and that which (as 
far as human reason is able to discern) was best calculated to pro- 
duce the most-effect, was certainly to suit them to those who were 
immediately to receive them, without direct reference to future 
ages, when experience and custom would combine in facilitating 
the intellection of the sacred volume. ‘This accommodation is 
particularly discernible in the epistles of Paul to the Romans, and 
to the Hebrews, in both of which, the apostle, arguing against the 
Jews, adopts their form of argument and method of quoting Scrip- 
ture; which must, of course, in such a discussion, be the sub- 
ject of frequent and copious reference. Accordingly, in the Epistle 
to the Romans, every one must have observed the continual inter- 
position of interrogative negations or objections, sometimes even 
without the least intimation of transition. ‘This method of argu- 
ing, while to the reader of the present day it presents an extreme 
hindrance to a clear perception of the author's meaning, was yet 
admirably calculated to excite the atteation, and obtain the acqui- 
escence, of those for whom it was primarily intended. The truth 
of this assertion may be proved, by a comparison of the epistle, 
with the numerous quotations of the laborious Schoetgen, and 
others who have trodden in his steps, in illustrating the New Tes- 
tament from Rabbinic lore. 

In both the epistles just named, the imperfect manner of citing 
the Old Testament, by merely introducing a single remarkable 
word, or, at most. the leading idea, is exactly conformable to the 
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practice of the Jewish doctors, whose intimate acquaintance with 
their Scripture rendered a more accurate reference superfluous. 
An example of such quotation is afforded by Rom. vii. 7, where 
‘thou shalt not covet,” is intended to recall to the mind of the 
reader the whole commandment. Soin the Epistle to the He- 
37.) the phrase ‘** yet once more,” is made to serve, 
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brews, (xii. 
instead of a repetition of the whole passage, cited in the preceding 
verse. Similar instances elsewhere occur. 

Lastly, an instance of accommodation, or rather adaptation, of 
argument, to the opinions of those opposed, may be observed in the 
sixth, and following chapters of Romans, where the delicacy of 
: introduction (ix. 1—5) was rendered necessary, by the violent pre- 
if judices of the Jews, respecting the unconditional election of the 
i} nation; and the terms, throughout, are such as are familiariy used 
1 by the prophets, and the leter Jewish writers, on the subject of 
|! national election and reprobation.* 



















lif. he third cause of obscurity in the writings of St. Paul, is the 
leugth and complication of his sentences. It is true that no one 
: senience in his epistles is so long but that a paraile! might be pro- 
{| duced from some classic author. But the cases are dissimilar. In 
| the latter, the regular rules of construction being preserved, and 
the genius of the language attended to, the flowing length of sen- 
tence is rather an ornament than otherwise. It answers the pur- 
, pose of keeping up the attention, and gives the whole an uniform 
appearance. ‘This, however, is not the case in the Hebraistic { 
writings. ‘The language upon which their style is formed. ad- 
i mits not the long and rotund sentences of a Cicero or a Dionysius. 
it The want of verbs, and the characteristic simpiicity of the He- 
} i brew language, compel those who wrife in it to convey their sen- 
i timents in short and pithy senteaces, the connection of which is 
preserved by a profusion of conjunctive particles. It is the con- 
' catenation of numbers of such sentences into one overgrown 
whole, that constitutes the grand erua criticorum in the writings of 
St. Paul. The rapidity of thought, so observable in all the wri- 
tings and discourses of this apostle, has, in these instances, in a 
manner outstripped facility of expression: his ideas crowd toge- 
; ther and accumulate, till, at length, they burst forth in an over- 
i whelming torrent. ‘* The effect is, that although each word is 
perfectly intelligible, yet the sentences being so long, and at the 
same time the members of which they consist short, they are fre- 
quently liable to various constructions, of which it is not easy te 
determine the most correct.’ 
An instance of this length and complication of sentences, may 
be taken from the commencement of the ii. chapter of the Epistle 
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* Comp. Marsh’s Michaelis. VI. 97, ss. 
t This difficulty is ncreased, in no slight degree, by the frequent inaccuracy 
of punctuation in the common edition of the Greek Testament. Micheelis. 
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to the Romans. In the course of one sentence, comprising six 
verses, no less than four accessions io the primitive idea may be 
observed. The apostle commences, ** We are sure that the judg- 
ment of God is according to truth against them which commit such 
things :” the natural connection (when the scope of the argument, 
viz. to condemn the Jews as equally criminal with the Gentiles, is 
considered,) is with v. 11, “for there is no respect of persons with 
God.” Bunt immediately he introduces a new idea of the greater 
wickedness of the Jew; “and thinkest thou, O man, that judgest 
them which do these things, and doest the same, that thou shalt 
escape the judgment of God?” which may be regularly connected 
with vy. 9—* tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil, upon the Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” But, not 
content with this, St. Pan) proceeds to set the miserable condition 
of the Jew in a still stronger light, by bringing into account his 
ingratitude and negligence ; ‘‘or despisest thou the riches of his 
goodness, and forbearance, and long suffering; not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance; but after thy 
hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath in 
the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God.” He then recurs to his original idea, by introducing the jus- 
tice and impartiality of Ged. ‘God, who will render to every 
man according to his deeds: to them who, by patient continuance 
in we'l-doing, seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal 
life; but unto them that are contentious. and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath.”* 

Similar passages may be found in the Mpistle to the Ephesians,} 
(e. g. i. 3-14) in one partof which (ii. 2-14) a sentence 12 verses 
in length, is parenthetically introduced, to the no small hindrance 
of the novice in the study of the epistles. And this introduction 
of frequent and long parentheses forms, 

IV. The fourth and most characteristic cause of obscurity in the 
wriiings of St. Paul. This form of expression, confessedly the 
fauit of a lively and rapid genius, and as certainly the bane of 
perspicuity, is uncommonly abundant in St. Paul’s_ epistles. 
Scarcely a chapter can be perused without meeting with two or 
three instances, and frequently so many sentences are involved, 
like Ezekiel’s living wheels, sentence within sentence, that the 
utmost sagacity of the interpreter is required, to point out the in- 
tegral connection of the passage, and distinguish the adjections 
from the leading ideas. A few, selected from the numerous exam- 
ples that might be adduced, must suffice. 


* This passage, as thus analyzed, affords one of the finest examples of inver- 
ted Chiasm that is extant. 

t to which, and the Ep. to the Colossians, according to the acute Michelis, 
this characteristic is much more prominent than in any other of the writings of 
the apostle 
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Romans (vy, 12-18) we have a parenthesis of no less than six 
verses, inserted between the protasis and apodosis of a comparison. 

The apostle, having mentioned the extensive effects of Adam’s 
transgression, (*“*as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin,”) with the intent of comparing it with the extensive 
effects of Christ’s atonement, immediately upon the mention of it, 
runs out into a course of argument, to show the superior excel- 
lence of Christ’s atonement, which concluded, he introduces 
(v. 18,) the second member of the comparison. (‘* Even so by 
the righteousness of One, the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life.”’)* 

An extraordinary instance of the confusion produced by the in- 
troduction of frequent parentheses, may be noticed in the com- 
mencement of the Epistle to the Romans, where, according to the 
best punctuation and division, no less than three parentheses occur 
in the course of a single sentence. Stripped of these additions, 
the passage would read thus: “ Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, a 
called apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, which relates to 
his Son Jesus Christ, to all that be in Rome, beloved ef God, 
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ... Having mentioned the gospel, a 
parenthesis is introduced to assert its agreement with prophecy: 
on the introduction of the title * his Son,’ another parenthesis ex- 
plains the-right of Jesus to this title; and, lastly, a third occurs 


* It may not be amiss to remark here upon a peculiarity of frequent occur- 
rence in the parenthetical adjections of St. Paul, which is well exemplified in 
the passage above cited. 

When such passages occur in good writers, it is generally the case, that, as 
the subject, so the form, of the adventitious passage, is separate and discon- 
nected from the immediately adjoining sentences. But, in these epistles, the 
reverse is generally the case. The parenthetic passages are so connected with, 
and jointed into, the text, as to occasion no small trouble to the critic, and to 
require no slight degree of discernment to perceive them. Thus, in the pas- 
sage just cited, the commencement of the parenthesi§ appears, at first view, to 
be the apodosis of the comparison, which, in reality, occurs not tll six verses 
after. “ Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, eren so (for 
thus the original may be justly rendered) death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned.” Here nothing but a connected view of the whole passage 
would suggest an idea that the particle “ as,” in the first clause, was connected 
with any thing but the “so,” in the second. Thus, also, in the conclusion of 
the parenthesis, where a still closer connection is brought about by the repeti- 
tion (in other words) of the protasis of the comparison, previous to the intro- 
duction of the apodosis. ‘“ Therefore, as by the offence of one, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation, even so, by the righteousness of one, the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of life.” The first clause of this is 
evidently synonymous with the first clause of the 12th verse: “ Wherefore as 
by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin.” [To which only 
the second clause is perfectly parallel, “* justification of life’ (v. 18,) being evi- 
dently antithetical to death.] (v. 12.) Similar gradual introductions are obser- 
vable in the majority of St. Paul’s epistles, and are not the least among the 
difficulties of his style. 
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immediately after the naming of our Lord, in which the office of 
the writer is asserted, and his connection thereby with those whom 
he is addressing. 

Another singular instance of the use of the parenthesis by St. 
Paul, is observable in Heb. iii. (7—12) where, according to the 
best construction of the passage, the apostle, after a single intro- 
ductory particle, suddenly brings in an illustrative portion of Scrip- 
ture, explains it at some length, and then, as suddenly, resumes 
the thread of his discourse; so that, leaving out the long paren- 
thesis, “* Wherefore,” in v. 7, must beconnected with the warning 
in v. 12, and the whole wiil make a connected and apposite sense. 

V. The fifth cause of obscurity noticed, was the frequent change 
of pronouns designating either the writer or the person addressed. 
The effect this has in producing perplexity in the mind of the 
reader, has been remarked and copiously illustrated so long ago 
as the time of “rigen,* who observes that this characteristic is 
common to St. Paul with the prophetic writers of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

The change of designation of the writer cannot be better illus- 
trated than in the words of Locke. ‘The frequent changing of 
the personage the apostle speaks in, renders the sense very uncer- 
tajn, andis apt to mislead one that has not some clue to guide 
him ; sometimes by the pronoun, I, he means himself ; sometimes 
any christian; sometimes a Jew, and sometimes any man, &c. If 
speaking of himself, in the first person singular, has so various 
meanings ; his use of the first person plural, is with a far greater 
latitude, sometimes designing himself alone, sometimes those with 
himself, whom he makes partners to the epistles; sometimes with 
himself, comprehending the other apostles, or preachers of the 
Gospel or Christians: nay, sometimes he in that way speaks of 
the converted Jews, other times of the converted Gentiles, and 
sometimes of others, in a more or less extended sense, every one 
of which varies the meaning of the place, and makes it to be dif- 
ferently understood.”’t 

Nor is the change of the persons addressed productive of less dif- 
ficulty. Sometimes by the pronoun “ you” he designates the whole 
Church to which the epistle is addressed: frequently, (especiaily in 
the epistles to the Romans, Galatians and Ephesians,) one of the 
grand divisions then existing in the Christian Church, either the 
Jews or the Gentiles, but most frequently the latter: sometimes, 
a particular portion only of these bodies, (e. g. Gal. iii. 1). The 
dispute between Michzlis and Schmidt respecting the persons to 
whom the epistle to the Galatians was addressed, grounded almost 


“Comp. Orig. Comm. in Ep. ad Rom. c. ii. 17, ss. (To. iv. p. 447. ed. Bene- 
dict.) 


‘Essay for the understanding of St. Paul's Epistles, p. 6, ed. Lond. 1823. 
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entirely upon Gal. ii. 5, affords an example of the difficulties to 
which this change of personality may give occasion.* 

The difference of terms used in speaking of some third person 
or body, has also caused obscurity. The disputes that have occur- 
red respecting the number of the false teachers opposed and re- 
buked in the Epistle te the Galatians, and in those to the Corin- 
thians, will afford abundant proof of this assertion.) 

Lastly. ‘The nature of the quotations in these epistles has been, 
and will be, a perpetual source of difficulty and dispute. The in- 
tricate nature of the subject, however, and the great space that 
would be occupied by remarks pretending to satis{actoriness, must 
preclude further notice in the present place. Suthce it to say, 
that in this part of the epistles interpreters have been at variance, 
and probably, at fault, more than in any other; nor can any thing 


but a perfect acquaintance with the nature, design, and style of 
Scripture, together ivith the closest attention to the argument of 


the apostle, qualify a man to decide upon the discordant opinions 
of others on this point. 

Thus we have seeu that the style of the epistles possesses con- 
siderable defects, which, to. one not perfectly tamiliar with it, 
must cause no slight degree of ebscurity. ‘She means of obtain- 
ing the mastery over this obscurity, and the moti) es for using these 
means prese nted by the excellencies of the siyle of St. Paul, will 
form the subject of another number. U. U. 


FOR THK GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
f am giad to find that my remarks on the Psalms and Hymns of 
our Church, in January last, have excited the attention of one of 
your Correspondents, as a principal object in making them, was 
to lead to a full and temperate discussion of the subject. I am 
also happy to find that he has the same unwillingness with myself 
to indulge a spirit of unnecessary innovation in any part of our 
public services. Indeed, so fully am [ convinced of the inconve 
niences and danger of frequent alterations, even in our book of 
Psalms and Hymns, which, as he justly observes, ‘is entirely an- 
other thing from the book of Common prayer, which ends with 
the Psalter or Psalms of David,” that if the only fault of our col- 
lection of Hymns had been, that it wants a sufficient variety of 
subjects for all occasions, and that some of the Hymns are not the 
best which might have been selected, I should not perhaps have 
been favourable to a revision of them. But it will be seen on 


*Comp. also Locke's note, b. on Eph. i. 5, (p. 396, ed. Lond. 1823.) 
tComp.—Loc re on | Cor. iv. 4 & 17, and 2 Cor. x. 12 & 15 v. also Marsh's 
Michelis, vi. 48, 
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reference to my first communication in July 1822, that while I 
made no objection to the version of Psalms by ‘Tate and Brady, 
but entirely agree with your esteemed correspondent, that “ it 
certainly is excellent, and as a complete version, unquestionably 
the best,” such unwarrantable alterations from the originals were 
pointed out in some of the Hymns, to say nothing of the unaccount- 
able jumbling together, in one instance, of two Hymns on very 
different subjects, and by different authors, as seem absolutely to 
require, for the credit of our Church, a revision of this part of 
our sacred poetry. I ask your correspondent to turn to that com- 
munication, and then say, whether some of the deformities there 
exposed, I will not say all, are to be tolerated? Is he contented 
to have that beautiful hymn in our collection, numbered the six- 
teenth, so strangely mangled, as almost to destroy its sense and 
harmony, for no other apparent reason than to throw stanzas of 
six lines each into stanzas of four? As it is now printed, no clergy- 
man can make use of it; and no choir of singers can set it to mu- 
sick without sacrificing the sense. Can he be willing to deface 
the excellent Morning and Evening Hymns, composed by the au- 
thor of the Manual for Winchester Scholars, by changing some 
of the words and phrases as originally written to such expressions 
as make equal havock with the style and musick of those beautiful 
specimens of sacred poetry ; so that it is difficult to say which is 
more deserving of censure in the passages as altered, the vulgar 
character of the former, or the limping and awkward pace of the 
latter? Is he satisfied to suffer the line in the morning hymn 
* Each present day thy last esteem” to be supplied by the miser- 
able substitute “ Live this day as if ’twere thy last,” or the line 
in the evening hymn, * Rise glorious at the awful day,” to be 
supplanted by such wretched doggerel as ‘*Triumphing rise at the 
last day,’ which cannot be sung without some very peculiar man- 
agement of the voice, or without mis-placing the accent on the 
first word of the line? It is true that the sense is the same in 
both readings, but the latter is as much below the former in dig- 
nity and elegance of expression, as the effusions of the meanest 
Grub-street versifier are inferior to the polished measures of Dry- 
den and Pope. For my own part, I feel quite ashamed at such 
treatment of an author, not less remarkable for his correct taste 
than for his devotional feelings. 

But if the hymns, with which such unjustifiable liberties have 
been taken, could only be restored to their original beauty of ex- 
pression, and smoothness of versification, and a few glaring impro- 
proprieties in some of the others could be expunged, I should not 
be very solicitous for any further change in our psalms and hymns, 
except so far as may be necessary to put us in possession of the 
best readings of the former, and to rectify some striking errors in 
the punctuation. If, howe~er, any alteration in our present col- 

3 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL, V. 
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lection is necessary, and I cannot but think that the measure is re- 
quired, for the reasons which have been alieged, it may be as 
well to take the opportunity of thoroughly revising it, as | admit 
with your correspondent, that it is not “the greatness of a change, 
but its frequency, which is so prejudicial to devotion, and so dan- 
gerous to the Church.”’ As some change seems to be imperiously 
called for by circumstances, there is a good reason that it should 
be as thorough as may be thought expedient by competent judges, 
because that will prevent the necessity for further changes, which 
are devoutly to be deprecated. I should, therefore, have no ob- 
jection, if it should be thought best to make a selection from the 
version of Tate and Brady, instead of retaining the whole, as in 
our Prayer Book ; being sensible, as well as your correspondent, 
and another writer who followed him, in your number for May 
last, of the inconveniences pointed out by them in the present ar- 
rangement. It is certain that a considerable part of Tate and 
Brady cannot be used for public worship. But, on the other hand, 
it may be a question whether many clergymen of our church 
would not prefer making such selections themselves, from the whole 
version, as they might think proper, rather than to be limited to 
such extracts as might be proposed by a committee. I do not 
consider the increased. bulk of our prayer book, from having the 
entire version of the psalms inserted in it, as a very important ob- 
jection against retaining that version; and if some parts are not 
adapted, at least detached from their connection, to publick wor- 
ship, they may be read, perhaps to advantage, in private, by mem- 
bers of our Church. They may not, therefore, be entirely use- 
less. But I am willing to submit the whole question to competent 
persons, and to acquiesce in their decision, provided that no pas- 
sages which can be used in publick worship, and are at all distin- 
guished by their poetical merit, be omitted. I should be satisfied 
with a small collection of Hymns, not larger than our present one, 
provided it embraced one or two appropriate to the various occa- 
sions which arise in our Church, such as the administration of the 
Holy Communion, Baptism, the festival of Christmas, the commence- 
ment of a new year, Epiphany, Ash-Wednesday, Good-Friday, 
Easter, Ascension, and All Saints. I presume it would be more 
agreeable to the judicious members of our Church, to have a 
small number of hymns, of great merit, in regard to composition, 
with which every one might become familiar, than to be perplex- 
ed with a vast number, according to the too prevailing taste, of 
which a great part would probably be inferior and insipid produc- 
tions, since exellence is rare, and especially, as Dr. Johnson re- 
marks in his life of Watts, in devotional poetry. Besides, as 
hymns should not embrace an extensive range of subjects, being 
chiefly confined, from their very nature, to prayer and praise, it 
would be difficult to find many that would be proper for publick 
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worship. It would be altogether inconsistent with the genius and 
character of our Church to attempt to gratify that morbid appetite 
for novelty and variety, which it has been found so difficult to 
satisfy, in the case of many religious societies, in whose hymn 
books number is often preferred to weight; aud whose changes 
in their religious manuals follow in such rapid succession. It is to 
be hoped, therefore, if any change is made in our existing collec- 
tion, and I should be averse to any, if it were not for the gross 
blemishes which disfigure some of the  ymns, that it may be such 
as to leave no reasonable pretence for subsequent alterations. T'o 
this end, it is greatly to be desired, that the delegates to the Con- 
vention of 1826, may proceed in the business with such delibera- 
tion, caution, and circumspection, as may preclude any future 
cause of complaint. 

Whatever may be determined respecting Tate and Brady’s ver- 
sion of the Psalms, which I have already intimated I should be 
willing to retain entire, if correctly printed, as they were originally 
written, | cannot but think our Church would have reason to con- 
gratulate herself on the pessession of a collection of Hymns, which 
should contain none but such as are of uncommon merit, like some 
in our present collection, and consequently but few. It would 
then be worthy of the volume in which it is bound up, and in our 
Psalmody, as well as in the Liturgy, we should be enabled to 
‘* worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” I. B. 


Explanation of the Collects, with Practical Addresses for Children. 
No. I. ’ 
(FROM THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR.) 
COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
Composed A. D. 1549. 


Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works 
of darkness, and put upon us the armour of light; now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which thy son Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humility ; that in the last day, when he shall come 
again in his glorious majesty, to judge both the quick and dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through Him who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost: now and ever, Amen, 

What do you mean by the word Advent ? 

The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ upon earth. 


Why do you pray to Almighty God? 
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Because he i: the cnly giver of our mercies. “Every good and 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights.’ Jaresi.17. Philipp. iv. 19. Ephes. iii. 4.* 

For what ..o you here pay? 

For Grace. 

What do you mean by grace ? 

In the New Testament it commonly means God’s undeserved fu- 
vour to sinners, in Jesus Christ. ‘* Who hath saved us and called 
us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according 
to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus, 
before the world began.”’ 2 Tim. i. 9. 

What does the word Grace mean in this collect ? 

The influence of God’s Holy Spirit upon the heart, which turns us 
from the love of sin to the love of holiness, and makes us new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesus. ‘+ By the grace of God I am what Iam, and 
his grace which was bestowed on me, was not in vain, but I laboured 
more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me.” 1 Cor. xv. 10. 

Why do you need this grace ? 

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God ; for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7. 

What do you mean by the works of darkness ? 

Every kind of sin, whether only allowed in the heart, as actually 
committed. The works of darkness are the same with the works of 
the flesh. “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 
these, adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like : 
of which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past ; that 
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 
Gal. vy. 19, 21. 

What do you mean by the Armour of Light? 

A holy and spiritual temper and conduct, including all the virtues 
of the Christian character. It means the same as the * fruit of the 
Spirit,” love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance ; against such there isno law. Gal. v. 22, 23. 

From what passage of scripture are these expressions in the 
Collect taken? 

From Rom. xiii. 12. The night is far spent, the day is at hand, 
let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light.” 

Why is it necessary to put on this Armour of Light? 

Without holiness no man shall see the Lord. Heb. xii. 14. Rom. 


vi. 22, 23. 


*It is particularly requested that all references to texts, when they are not 
inserted at length, be diligently examined in the Bible. This practice will be 
found very improving and therefore very necessary. 
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When are we required to cast off the works of darkness ? 

Now, in the time of this mortal life. 

Why is this necessary ? 

Because it is the only time in which we can obtain the favour of 
God und eternal life. ‘* Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, 
now is the day of salvation.” 2 Cor. vi. 2. Eccles. x. 9. 

Who is Jesus Christ? 

The Son of God. *‘* God sent not his son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world through him might be saved.” 
John iii. 17. 

In what condition did Jesus Christ come to visit us ? 

In great humility. ‘* Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became wpoor, that ye 
through his poverty might be made rich.” 2 Cor. viii. 9. Philipp. 
ii. 7, 8. 

For what purpose did the son of God thus come into the world ? 

To suffer for us, the just for the unjust that he might bring us to 
God. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 2 Cor. vy. 21. Matt. xx. 28. 1 Pet. i. 18. 
Ephes. i. 7. Revel. v. 9. 

Will our Lord Jesus Christ appear again ? 

Yes; “on the last day he will come again to judge the world.” 
““God hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness, by that man whom he hath ordained, even Jesus Christ.” 
(cts xvii. 31. 2 Cor. v. 10. 

How will he then come? 

The son of man shall come in his glory, and all his holy angels 
with him. Then shall he set upon the throne of his glory, and before 
him shall be gathered all nations. Matt. xxv. 31, 32. 

Why do we desire grace and holiness ? 

‘“‘ That we may rise to the life immortal.” 

What do you mean by the life immortal ? 

1 state of everlasting happiness with God and Christ in heaven. 
‘* To them who by patient continuance in well doing, seek for glory, 
and honour, and immortality, eternal life..”? Rom. ii. 7. 

Is this immortal life the reward due to our good works ? 

Certainly not. It is given to us only by the mercy of God through 
Jesus Christ ; and not for our own works as deservings. By grace 
are ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God. Ephes. ii. 5, 8. Actsiv. 12. 1 Cor. iii. 11. Tit. 
ili. 5. 

Through whom do you hope to receive the mercies, which 
you have asked in this prayer? 

Through Jesus Christ. ‘* Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you.”” John xvi. 23. 

With whom does our Lord Jesus Christ live and reign for ever ? 

With the Father and the Holy Ghost. 

Who is the Holy Ghost ? 
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The third person in the blessed Trinity, and the Sanctifier of our 
souls. 

What encouragement do you receive in prayer from knowing 
that Christ liveth and reigneth with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost ? 

He is able to save them to the uttermost who come to God, by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Heb. vii. 25. 


ADDRESS. 
My Dear Children, 


When St. John the Baptist came to prepare the way for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, he cried, “Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” When our blessed Saviour him- 
self began to preach that salvation which he came from heaven 
to bring to perishing sinners, he said, ‘“* Repent ye, and believe 
the gospel.” Repentance means the forsaking of all sin, and a holy 
desire to do the whole will of God, and serve him in newness of life. 
If, therefore, you would improve the coming of your Saviour to 
the world, and have him to dwell in your hearts by faith, you 
must resolve to flee from the commission of every sin, and from 
the love of evil. The Son of God * died, to purify to himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” ‘ His name was called 
Jesus, because he should save his people from their sins.” But 
remember, my dear children, that he will never save you in your 
sins. If you prefer the pleasures of sin to the love of Christ, and 
to the salvation of your own souls, he will leave you to receive 
the bitter fruit of your foolish choice; but if you hate and forsake 
all iniquity, he will love you, and bless you, and save you for- 
ever. 

And surely sin should appear exceedingly sinful in your eyes, 
when you consider that it brought the Son of God from his throne 
in Heaven, and nailed him to the cross, that sinners might not 
perish everlastingly. Surely you will hate all evil, because it 
cost Jesus Christ his life. Surely you will cry with St. Paul, *O 
wretched man that | am! who will deliver me from the body of 
this death ?” Surely, remembering that you cannot redeem your- 
selves from the love and powers of sin, you will earnestly pray for 
the help of God’s Holy Spirit, and say with the leper in the Gos- 
pel, ‘Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” 

When our blessed Lord came to visit us in great humility, he 
was in all points tempted, like as we are, yet without sin; and 
hath left us an example, that we should follow his steps. En- 
deavour toimitate him as nearly as you can, and beg of God pow- 
er so to do. 

Remember, also, that if you are made holy at all, and fitted for 
heaven, it must be now in this mortal life. If death find you in 
wickedness, and without aninterest in the love of Jesus Christ you 
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will be miserable and tormented for ever. If you repent towards 
God, believe in Jesus Christ, and, by the help of the Holy Spirit, 
do his commandments, you will be eternally happy. Will not the 
fear of hell—will not the hope of heayen—will not the shortness and 
uncertainty of life, induce you to cast away the works of darkness, 
and to put upon you the armour of light? You have no means of 
standing before Jesus Christ, with hope of mercy and salvation, 
when he comes to judgment, except you believe in him, love him, 
and.serve him, now in this mortal life. The opportunities 
of salvation are passing away, and perhaps you may not live 
to see another Advent. Perhaps you may be in eternity, beyond 
all means of grace, before another year is ended. ‘+ To-day, 
therefore, while it is called to-day, harden not your hearts.” 





ee 


REVIEW. 


The Historical Reader, designed for the use of Schools and 
Families, on a new plan, by Rev. J. L. Blake, A. M. S. H. S. 
Second edition. Concord, 1824. pp. 381. 


The volume, the title of which is above transcribed, varies in 
some particulars from the same description of books now in gene- 
ral use, Its author commenced the compilation under the idea 
that it might possibly prove more acceptable and useful, by com- 
prising a larger portion of extracts on interesting and striking his- 
torical facts, than most of the books of this class at present adop- 
ted. He is of opinion that selections of the abstractedly moral, 
didactic, and declamatory kind, are not so well calculated to en- 
gage the attention of children, at an early age, as those which af- 
ford instruction in a more tangible fori; and that the most valua- 
ble impressions are oftener made on the heart, incidentally, than 
by a regular attention to dissertations and essays. Under this 
view, he has made it a principal object, in the volume which is 
now presented to the public, to arrest the minds of his youthful 
readers, by a series of selections on the most important and inter- 
esting topics, in the history of our own and neighboring countries. 
In this respect, the prose pieces, with which his work abounds, 
appear to have been selected with taste and discrimination. The 
visionary notion of imparting a knowledge of history through the 
inedium of school books, he is, however, far from indulging. He 
seems well aware, that the foundation for this must be laid by a 
familiar acquaintance with the kindred branches of study with which 
itis connected. ‘ Instead, therefore, of putting into the hands of 
our youth,” he observes, in the preface, ‘‘ a connected summary 
of history, which is made up principally of dates, unless it be for 
regular study, give them a volume of extracts, describing the most 
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important events on record. Such extracts would abound in those 
extraordinary incidents, which never fail to captivate the elastic 
and expanding minds of the young—which never fail to interest 
all, whether young or old, who read them; and, incidents which 
equal, if not surpass, the utmost efforts of imagination, as display- 
ed in Romance.” Admitting the views of the Rev. author, on 
this subject, to be correct, and we see no very formidable objec- 
tion which can be opposed to them, it is to be hoped that his 
work may find general circulation. Indeed, it appears better cal- 
culated to impart useful instruction, and awaken an interest in 
historical details, which, in early life, often comprise a Jarge share 
of our most valuable knowledge, than any work of the kind that 
has recently preceded it. From among the titles of the pieces, 
included in the present volume, collected in the index, the fol- 
lowing are here transcribed, which will enable those readers, into 
whose hands it may not have fallen, to judge of the merits té 
which it lays claim: 

‘“‘The Creation, Paradise, The Deluge, Tlie Antediluvians, 
The Tower of Babel, The Ruins of Babylon, The Egyptians, The 
Egyptian Pyramids, The Falling Tower, The River Nile, Pro- 
gress of Writing, The Trojan War, Battle of Thermopylae, So- 
crates, Battle of Marathon, Seneca, Sotomon’s Temple, Revolt of 
the Ten Tribes, Julius Cesar and Pompey. Battle of Pharsalia, 
Death of Anthony, Death of Cleopatra, Death of Cesar, Catiline’s 
Conspiracy, Destruction of Jerusalem, Rise of Mahometanism; 
The Fall of Rome, Empire of China, Charles V. Emperor of Ger- 
many, Mahomet, The Feudal System, The Crusades, The Refor- 
mation, Translation of the Bible, the Order of Jesuits, Joan of 
Arc, Discovery of America, Conquest of Mexico, William Wallace, 
Robert Bruce, Mary Queen of Scotts, Charles I. of England, Gun 
Powder Treason, Plymouth Colony, Settlement of Rhode-Island, 
Settlement of Pennsylvania, New-England Witchcraft, Benjamin 
Franklin, Destruction of Tea at Boston, First American Congress, 
Battle of Bunker Hill, Burning of Charlestown, New-England, 
‘Tornado in Barbadoes, American Independence, French Bastile, 
The French Revolution, Battle of Trafalgar, Origin of African 
Slavery, William Tell, Battle of Erie, Surrender of Quebec, Alex- 
ander Selkirk, Buonaparte’s Campaign in Russia, Burning of Mos- 
cow, The Kremlin of Moscow, The Battle of New-Orleans.” 

Subjects like the above seem well calculated to produce im- 
pressions on the youthful mind, which must prove valuable. ‘The 
style of the language in which they are treated, is by no means 
destitute of that pathos, and grace, and elegance, and variety, of 
which a judicious instructor wishes to avail himself, in attempting 
to improve the vocal inflections and intonations of his pupils. 

At the end of each selection in prose, the author has subjoined 
a very few questions relative to the prominent facts which it con- 
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tains, for the purpose of fixing more deeply the impressions exci- 
ted in the mind of the youthful reader. They are precisely such 
as might be readily answered after a single attentive perusal. 
The plan, execution, and price of the work induce the belief, that 
it will meet with a favorable reception. 





LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


- -—=>——- 


Collegiate Honorary Degrees Confer- 
red in 1824. 


Bowdoin College —Marquis De La 
Fayette, and Parker Cleaveland, L 
L. D. . 

Darimouth.—Joseph Story, LL.D. 
‘Theopholus Packard and David Kel- 
log, D. D. 

University of Vermont.—Eliphalet 
Gillet, D. D. 

Harvard. —William Wirt, Josiah 
Quincy, and Daniel Webster, LL. D. 
and Bazaleel Howard, John Andrews, 
and Joseph Tuckerman, D. D. 

Williams. —Elijah H. Mills and Le- 
vi Lincoln, L L. D. and Nathan 8. 8. 
Beman, D. D. 

Brewn.—Henry Wight and Robert 
Semple, D. D. 

Yale—Smith Thompson, L L. D. 
and Thomas Chariton Henry, D. D. 

University of Pennsylvania.—l. A. 
Mecklenburg, D. D. 

Columbia, N. Y¥Y—Thomas Addis 
Emmet, Langdon Cheves, and Dan- 
iel Webster, L L. D. and E. Herzel- 
ius, D. D. 

Union, N. Y.—John Griscom, L L. 
D. and Wm. Rafferty, Lucius Bowles, 
and Ernest Herzelius, D. D. 

Hamilton.—-Professor Proudfit of 
Union College D. D. 

Transylvania.—J.J.Crittendon and 
Edward Livinston, L L. D. and Geo. 
Thomas Chapman, D. D. 





Wasuineton Cotirer. 
The following persons compose the 
Faculty of Washington College, re- 
cently founded at Hartford, Con. 


4 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. V. 


The Rt. Rev. Tuomas C. Browne tt, 
Dp. p. LL. D. President. 

The Rev. Groner W. Doang, a. mM. 
Professor of Belles Lettres and Ora- 
tory. 

Freperic Hart, a. mu. Professor of 
Chemistry and Mineralogy. 

Horatio Hicxock, A. m. Professor of 
Agriculture and Political Economy. 

Grorcre Sumner, m. D. Professor of 
Botany. 

The Rev. Hecror Humpnrey, a. m. 
Tutor. 

It is probably known to all our read- 
ers, that the Rev. Nathaniel Wheaton, 
of Hartford, was sent to England, as 
an agent for Washington College, to 
collect whatever might be obtained, 
useful to such an infant institution. 
We are happy now to inform our read- 
ers that he has safely returned, having 
been greatly successful in the objects 
of his mission. ‘“ We must be permit- 
ted,” says the Connecticut Mirror, “ to 
join our congrafulations on the safe 
arrival of the Rev. Mr. Wheaton. He 
has brought with him a large and valu- 
able collection of books, for the library 
of Washington College, and what is of 
as much importance, he is restored to 
the Church and congregation for which 
he so long and so successfully labour- 
ed.” 


University or Vireinif. 

At a recent meeting of the Board of 
Visiters to this Institution, eight Pro- 
fessorships were created, to wit :—l, 
of Ancient Languages: 2, Modern 
Languages ; 3, Mathematics ; 4, Natu- 
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ral Philosophy ; 5, Natural History ; 
6, Anatomy and Medicine ; 7, Moral 
Philosophy ; 8, Law. 

In a report from Mr. Jefferson, ree- 
tor of the University of Virginia, lately 
laid before the legislature of that state, 
are the following interesting state- 
ments :—* The Visiters were sensible 
that there might be found. in the dif- 
ferent seminaries of the United States, 
persons qualified to conduct these seve- 
ral schools with entire competence ; 
but it was neither probable that they 
would leave the situations in which 
they then were, nor honorable or mo- 
ral to endeavor to seduce them from 
their stations ; and to have filled the 
Professional Chairs with unemployed 
and secondary characters, would not 
have fulfilled the object, or satisfied 
the expectations of our country in this 
Institution. It was moreover believed, 
that, to advance in science, we must 
avail ourselves of the light of countries 
already advanced before us; it was, 
therefore, deemed most advisable to 
resort to Europe, for some of the 
Professors, and of preference to the 
countries which speak the same lan- 


guage, in order to obtain characters of 


the first grade of science in their re- 
spective lines ; and to make the selee- 
tion with proper information, caution, 
and advisement, it was necessary to 
send an agent of confidence and sci- 
ence. Francis W. Gilmer, a learned 
and trustworthy citizen of this state, 
was appointed, and has proceeded on 
the mission ; and should his objects be 
accomplished as easily as expected, 
we count on opening the Institution on 
the first of February next.” 

In a letter of Mr. Jefferson to the 
Governor of Virginia, dated Nov. 24, 
1824, it appears that Mr. Gilmer has 
returned to this country, having enga- 
ged, for the University, the five follow- 
ing Professors— . 

Groree Lose, for Ancient Langua- 
ges. 

Grorce Briackerton, for Modern 
Languages. 

Tuomas H. Key, for Mathematics. 

Cuarves Bonnycast ye, for Natural 
Philosophy—and 

Dr. Rostey Dunetison, for Anato- 
my and Medicine. 

It is also stated, in Mr. Jefferson’s 
letter. that the Professors named will 


be in this country to commence their 
duties in the University. on the first of 
February, the time fixed by the Board 
of Visiters The Professorships ot 
Natural History, Moral Philosophy 

and Law, are to be filled by American 
citizens. 


Capiner or Minenarts at Can- 


BRIDGE. 


Several gentlemen of Boston. 
desirous of promoting the study 
of Mineralogy and Geology, have 
lately purchased and presented 
to the University at Cambridge, 
a valuable collection of Minerals. 
This collection, added to speci- 
mens before received, will con- 
stitute one of the most complete 
and valuable Mineralogical cabi- 
nets in the United States. 

The collection embraces (with 
the exception of a very few of 
the rarest substances) all the late 
discoveries, and many of those 
specimens, the localities of which 
are exhausted, and many of which 
are rarely met with, even in the 
largest collections in Europe.— 
The suite of Ores is peculiarly 
rich, as is likewise the vocanic 
department; and the gems and 
precious stones are numerous. 

Since the above valuable do- 
nation, the corporation of the 
University, with its characteris- 
tic promptitude and zeal in ad- 
vancing the interests of educa- 
tion, has appointed to lecture on 
Chemistry, Mineralogy, and Ge- 
ology, John W. Webster, M. D. 
of Boston, distinguished for his 
persevering labors and scientific 
attainments in those branches of 
Natural History. 








MineraLocy 
The Quebec papers mention, 
that a gentleman has lately re- 
turned to that city from the La- 
brador Coast, and whose atten- 
tion has been successfully turned 
to the Mineralogy of the Gaspe 
District, from which some very 
valuable and beauiiiul specimens 
of the Quartz family, particular- 
ly the diferent varieties of Cor- 
nelian, Agate, Opal and Jasper 
have introduced into the Pro- 
vince, brought up some beauti- 
ful specimens of the sky blue 
variety of the Labrador fe Ids spar, 
a mineral first, and, as yet, al- 
most exclusively found on that 
coast. The others, and aimost 
all the different varieties of this 
mineral, it is stated, are found 
on the same coast. The speci- 
mens alluded to were found at 
Mingan, and appeared to be im- 
bedded in a grey granite rock. 
The whole North shore of the 
St. Lawrence, from Quebec to 
its mouth, and the Labrador coast, 
offers to the Geologist and the 
Mineralogist, a field for research, 
such, as we believe, cannot be 
met with in any other country. 
{t has never been examined by 
scientific men, or at least, we 
have seen no work in which it 
was intimately spoken of. The 
greater part of it, bordering on 
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, ap- 
pears to be primitive, with gen- 
erally, along the rivers, the ear- 
lier formation of rocks. 





CHRISTIANITY AND Manomepanism. 
The Rev. Professor Lee has just 
published a volume, containing a se- 
ries of Controversial Tracts, on Chris- 
tianity and Mahomedanism, written in 
Persia, by the late Rev. Henry Mar- 
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tyn, and several of the most distin 
guished Mahomedans, and translated 
from the Persian. ‘The Professor has 
subjoimed an additional Tract, to com- 
plete the series ; and has given, in the 
preface, some account of a former con- 
troversy on this subject, with ample 
extracts—so that the volume exlnbits 
a full view of the question between 
Christians and Mahomedans. 

Russian Expeprrion. 

The Russian Expedition, command- 
ed by Captain Bellingshauson, has re- 
turned from the Austral regions. The 
object of the voyage was to make a 
four to the South Pole, as near as the 
ice would permit it to be approached, 
taking care to avoid following the tra- 
ces of Captain Cook, that they might 
am te the discoveries of that navi- 

ator. The fruit of this enterprise 
was the discovery of two Islands, the 
only land known at such a height. 
They are situated toward the 6%th de- 
cree of latitude, and have received the 
names of Alexander, First, and Peter, 


First. One ts at the 73d degree of 


west longitude, and the other at the 
Ith degree. They are imaccessible, 
on account of the ice which surrounds 
them, and the voyagers could not ap- 
proach nearer than thirty miles, and 
then only on the west side. 


Important Discovery. 

We are informed that Dr. O'Neil, 
of Comber. has discovered a chemical 
process by which hog’s-lard can be 
converted into an article for dipping 
and moulding candles, superior to Re 
sian tallow, without any additional ex- 
pense. When prepared according to 
this plan, it is equal to white wax or 
spermacetti. The candles made of 
burn with a superior light, aan 
in flame the purest gas. They are al- 
together void of the offensive smell 
and greasy touch of other candles, and, 
when burning in the closest apartment, 
have no smell, and emit no smoke. 
They burn by many minutes longer 
than any other candle of the same 
weight, and with a change of process 
only in preparing, they can be either 
of a beautiful golde mn yellow, or of a 
snow-white c olor, which the effects of 
light or time cannot alter —-.V. Y. Pap. 


Us- 
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CarisTIANity in Inpta. 
From the Annual Reports of 
the Madras Committee of the 
Church Missionary Society, of the 
Bengal Auxiliary Missionary Soci- 
ety, of the Calcutta Church Mis- 
stonary Association, of the Cal- 
cutta Bible Association, of the 
Calcutta School Association, and 
of the Serampore College, receiv- 
ed by the Pagoda, which arriv- 
ed at Boston on the 22d of De- 
cember, it appears that the most 
vigorous efforts are making for 
the promotion of Christianity in 
India, that land of superstition, 
idolatry, and political degrada- 
tion. In Asia, was situated the 
Garden of Eden, where God held 
familiar intercourse with man ; 
there was given the blessed pro- 
mise, that the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head; 
there did the Sun of Righteous- 
ness first cast his bright beams 
upon the world—the desire of 
all nations—God manifest in the 
flesh ; and there, also, was 
wrought a series of the most 
stupendous miracles, confirming 
the truth of the Mosaic, as well 
as of the Christian Dispensation ; 
but it is at the present time, and 
has been for centuries, literally 
a land of misery, moral darkness, 
and death. When we reflect 
upon the change of condition 
which this country has experien- 
ced, we are inclined to respond 
the words of the pious Psalmist, 
and say, Thy way, Oh God, is in 
the deep, and thy footsteps are past 
finding out! And when present- 


RELIGIOUS AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


oe -- 





ed with a view of the wretched 
condition in which the millions 
of this once highly favored coun- 
try are now involved, the Chris- 
tian cannot but offer unto God, 
in’ the highest fervor of piety, a 
prayer that He will give his Son 
the heathen for an inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for a possession—when 
every knee shall bow to his 
sceptre, and every tongue ac- 
knowledge the universality of 
his dominion. 


—s- 


Serampore CoLuece. 

The Committee for conducting Se- 
rampore College frankly acknowledge, 
that its grand and ultimate object ts, 
to diffuse the light of Divine Revela- 
tion as widely as possible in India. It 
aims at this, however, through means 
congenial with the nature of the hu- 
man mind, as well as consistent with 
the dictates of revelation. It sanctions 
no means which have the most distant 
approach to deception. While the 
contrary course must totally fail in 
bringing heathens to that holiness of 
heart and life without which Chris- 
tianity itself brings no salvation, since 
the God of truth will never acknow- 
ledge falsehood as nis work ; the effect 
of this course is, that it creates confi- 
dence even before Divine Revelation 
shines fully on the soul, and does all 
within the reach of human power, 
towards facilitating its entrance into 
the mind. The precepts of Menu, the 
tenets of Mahomet, and the doctrines 
of Divine Revelation, are laid open to 
the native youth who study in Seram- 
pore College, precisely as they art ; as 
well as the state of the various nations 
of the world,—its age,—its history, 
both ancient and modern,—the size 
and figure of the earth, the laws of the 
heavenly bodies, the composition of 
natural substances :—all these are laid 
open to them without the least disguise 
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or misrepresentation. Thus, in the 
work of enlightening the native mind, 
there are no afier-disclosures to dread. 
The worst is experienced in the begin- 
ning, when mutual knowledge is in its 
most imperfect state ; and every fu- 
ture step serves to diminish fear, and 
to inspire the native mind with in- 
creased confidence and delight. 

Nor are any means employed which 
have the most distant approach to co- 
ercion. While the language of many 
collegiate bodies is, “ Declare that in 
religion you already think precisely as 
we do, or here the gates of knowledge 
are for ever barred against you,” the 
language of this is, “ Retain all your 
religious opinions ‘till you are convin- 
ced they are not worth retaining. — 
Only examine things for yourself as 
far as you can pursue the research 
without offending your own  con- 
science.” Hence, while the Native 
Christian youths in the College, whe- 
ther their parents were Brahmun or 
Shoodras, eat all from one table, con- 
vinced that “ nothing which entereth 
the mouth defileth the man;” the 
Brahmun youth in whom there is not 
this Saouibdes, is requested to eat no- 
thing and to do nothing, which he 
deems contrary to his ideas of right 
and wrong respecting cast ; and should 
he retain all these mistaken ideas tll 
his mind be filled with knowledge, af- 
ter years of study he departs, with no 
other injury done to his cast, than that 
of being practically taught, by the ex- 
ample of youths around him, equal to 
himself in knowledge and virtue, that 
it is really nothing, that God hath 
made of one blood all the nations of 
the earth ; and that, to every class of 
men, truth and love comprehend all 
virtue. 

Present number of Students. 

The number of youths on the Col- 
lege foundation, as stated in the last 
Report, was, thirty-five studying in thé 
College, and fifteen in the Preparatory 
School. The number this year 1s 
somewhat increased. Those now in 
the College amount to forty, and the 
native Christian children and youths 
in the Preparatory School, waiting for 
admission, are eighteen, of whom two 
or three are above fifteen years of age. 
Beside the Christian youths in that 
schoo], however, there are two, the 
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sons of respectable native neighbors, 
one about twelve and the other nearly 
eighteen, who have attended closely 
in the past year, reading the course of 
books prescribed for the Preparatory 
School, among which are, of course, 
the Sacred Scriptures, in the hope of 
ultimately obtaining admission into the 
College. Inthe course of the last year 
indeed, no less than Thirty children, 
the sons of native neighbors, have ob- 
tained permission to attend this schoo] 
and pursue the course of studies it pre- 
scribes ; while others have been re- 
jected, as the Committee, in the pre- 
sent state of their finances, could not 
hold out to them even a distant pros- 

ect of being admitted into the Col- 
Con ebaee of Committee. 


Tue rinst Protestant Missionary 
in CaLcurTa. 


The first Protestant Missionary who 
erected the standard of the cross in 
Calcutta, was J. F. Keirnander, a na- 
tive of Sweden, who, under the pat- 
ronage of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge, came hither in 
the year 1758, from Cudalore, where 
during eight years previous, he had 

reached the Gospel to the Gentiles 
n Calcutta he was received with mark- 
ed favour by Lord Clive, and the mem- 
bers of the Supreme Council ; a house. 
rent free, was assigned to him, and « 
subscription was raised to enable him 
to opena school, where,in the year 
1759, 175 children of Heathen, Ma- 
homedan, and Portuguese parents were 
instructed in the English language. 
writing, reading, arithmetic, and the 
is owt of Christianity. 

In his own account of his labors, 
transmitted to the venerable Society 
in connection with which he acted, 
Mr. Kiernander represents himself (in 
1760) as preaching in Portuguese and 
English to numerous congregations ; 
as having 231 scholars, and 61 commu- 
nicants ; and as engaged in preparitis 
an adult heathen for the sacred ordi- 
nance of baptism. In the year follow- 
ing his school was increased to 241, and 
no fewer than eleven adult heathens 
had been received by him into the 
church of Chirst. 
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In October 1767, he writes, that be- 
ing obliged to give up for the use of 
Government, the house which he had 
hitherto occupied it was his intention 
to build a Church on his own ground, 
and at his own charge—a work which 
during the next three years he brought 
to a successful termination, at the ex- 
pense of upwards of sixty thousand 
sicca rupees, and with the aid of only 
some small benefactions to the amount 
of not more than 1800 sicca rupees. 


This edifice was opened for Divine 


service in Portuguese and English on 
the 4th Sunday in Advent, A. D. 1770, 
under the name of Beth Tephillah (the 


house of prayer) and with some subse- 


quent improvements is now the ele- 
gant building known by the name of 
the Old,or Mission Church, in whose 
vicinity we are now assembled.* 

Here it was that, for nearly thirty 
years, Mr. Keirnander and his assis- 
tants continued to labour for the good 
of the Christian and Heathen popula- 
tion of Calcutta ; and notwithstanding 
the difficulties they had to contend 
with, every year witnessed considera- 
ble accession to the little flock of be- 
lievers. 





From the Philadelphia Recorder. 

“ Domestic anp Foreign Missionary 
Society.” 

Until lately the “ executive commit- 
tee” of “the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church,” has not had it in 
its power to lay before the society 
eel interesting information. Its la- 
bors, so far, have been in a great mea- 
sure preparatory. Plans were to be 
laid ; Missionaries procured ; stations 
selected ; and other incipient measures 
to be pursued, all of which required 
caution, and, consequently, occasional 
delay. The committee is glad to find 
that the friends and patrons of the so- 
ciety continue to foel interested in its 
success, as appears from the frequent 
inquiries which are made. They may 
vest assured, that every thing, which, 
under the good providence of God, the 
committee is enabled to state of the 
success of the Society’s operations, 


*Calcutta Church Missionary Asso- 
ciation, at their first Annual Meeting, 
May the leth, 1824. 
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shall be faithfully and immediately 
communicated. [f our Society shall 
ever become an object of general in- 
terest in the Churches, and call forth 
the liberal support, and united prayers 
of Episcopalians, it must be by the ex- 
hibition of striking and important facts 
in the history of its proceedings. In 
its formation, we could only rely upon 
pious arguments, and prospective cal- 


culations founded upon the results of 


similar exertion, among other denomi- 
nations of Christians. Now we must 
depend on the Divine blessing upon 
our own labours, and the ability (which 
may God give) of being able to refer 
to the actual and unquestionable bene- 
fits conferred. We doubt not that 
when the deplorable wants of their fel- 
low men, are fairly stated to the mem- 
bers of our Church; and the means 
whereby they may be relieved, are 
made to recommend themselves by 
their efficiency, the hearts of Episco- 
yalians will be as yielding, and their 
ead as freely opened, as of any other 
people. 

The following survey of the mission- 
ary field in which the committee has 
begun its labors, with the accompany- 
ing extracts and remarks, will enable 
those who take an interest in the sub- 
ject, to form an idea of the plans and 
prospects of the Society. 

1. The Rev. Thomas Horrel has 
gone forth as a missionary, into the 
state of Missouri, where he is now em- 
yloyed by the Society. His labours 
nabs been confined principally to Cape 
Gerardeau county, in which he has 
four regular appointments. Mr. Hor- 
rel stated, in 44 last communication, 
that he contemplated removing his fa- 
mily from Jackson, where he has here- 
tofore resided, to Potosi, a village 
about 35 miles west of the Mississippi, 
containing 30 or 40 families. his 
station will be more central, and more 
healthy. In its immediate vicinity 
there are several hundred persons con- 
stantly employed in the lead mines, 
among whom our missionary may be 
extensively useful. Mr. Horrel has 
gone out into this wide moral waste, 
we trust, with a single eye to the glory 
of God. As yet he is the only Epis- 
copal minister in the state of Mis- 
souri, and almost alone in the state. 
“ ¥ should greatly rejoice (he writes in 
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a letter dated on the 11th of Sept. last) 
to see two or three young men of zeal 
and piety laboring in this wide field ; 
with whom I could take counsel, and 
from whom I might catch a renewed 
portion of zeal in the service of my 
master. There are many difficulties 
to contend with in the establishment 
of the Episcopal Church in this coun- 
try. Still, 1 hope the Lord will re- 
move them, and could we have a few 
zealous missionaries sent us, | should 
anticipate a very favorable result in a 
few vears. The work must be carried 
on here almost entirely by Missiona- 
aries, as there is not a place in the 
state (except St. Louis) where a minis- 
ter could hope to be supported by the 
people.” 

2. The Rey. Henry H. Pfeiffer is en- 
gaged as a missionary, and laboring in 
the state of Indiana. He has been em- 
ployed by the Society about a year, 
during which time he has visited many 
places in the state, and reported to the 
committee an account of his labors. 
In his last letter, dated in October, he 
informs the committee that he has re- 
ceived an invitation from persons re- 
siding at Fredonia, Crawford county, 
to visit that town, and settle among 
them. In the event of his accepting 
this invitation, the Society will be re- 
lieved in part, at least, from the ex- 
pense of his support; and will enjoy 
the satisfaction of having procured his 


settlement in that destitute portion of 


our land. 

3. The Rev. Richard F. Cadle, is 
acting as a missionary of the society 
at Detroit, and other places in Michi- 
gan, where he has been employed since 
July last. The following extracts from 
a letter written by Mr. Cadle, in Sep- 
tember last, will show what his pros- 
pects are. “I left New-York on the 
ist of July, and arrived here on the 
12th, from which period, I have regu- 
larly performed Divine service, and 
preached in the council house ; the 
use of which has been granted to the 
Episcopal inhabitants of the city, by 
his excellency governor Cass. In ad- 
dition to the usual services on Sunday, 
I generally preach once iu the course 
of the week. This city contains about 
two thousand inhabitants ; it has in it 
a Roman Catholic Church ; a Metho- 
dist Meeting-house; and a building 





erected by different denominations, 
styled the First Protestant Church of 
Detroit. The number of persons at- 
tached to our Church is about forty ; 
the communicants, I believe, are not 
more than three or four.” Ina subse- 
quent letter, he says “ I am very thank- 
ful for the good wishes you have ex- 
pressed for my success in this mission ; 
and I earnestly pray that God will give 
his blessing to my feeble, and unwor- 
thy services. The satisfaction of sav- 
ing souls from death, is one of the 
purest that can be enjoyed on earth, 
and I hope that this may be allowed 
tome. Our congregation is not incon- 
siderable; and our number of commu- 
nicants is a litle increased. There 
are some villages in this territory, at 
no very great distance from Detroit, 
which I hope to visit, during the ensu- 
ing winter, as the roads in the sum- 
mer season are extremely bad.” 

It is with sincere pleasure, and un- 
feigned gratitude, the committee further 
state the happy prospects which are 
opening before the Society among the 
Indians in the neighborhood of Green 
Bay, N. W. Territory. It is stated 
by Mr. Eleazer Williams, residing 
in the neighborhood of Green Bay, that 
the Indians in that vicinity are well 
disposed to receive Christain instruc- 
tion, and to have their children edu- 
cated in the principles of our holy re- 
ligion. The way appears already 
prepared, and nothing seems to be 
wanting but able and well qualified 
missionaries. Ere this time, a mission- 
ary school has been commenced un- 
der the care of Mr. Albert G. Ellis, 
who, in May last, was appointed a cat- 
echist and teacher. The committee 
has concluded an arrangement with 
the Rev. Norman Nash, who has 
been for some time successfully em- 
ployed as missionary at Lewis Town, 
anil places adjacent in this state, to 
repair to Green Bay, and engage in 
the service of the Society there. They 
feel confident that Mr. Nash is em- 
nently qualified for the station to which 
Divine Providence has thus called him, 
and they anticipate from his labors 
the happiest results. 

But in the neighbourhood of Green 
Bay, there are two large tribes of In- 
dians, the Menominees and Winneba- 
goes, besides a part of the Oneidas 















































RAG FE 8 RS 8 PRES + Oe re 






































>= ye —- --. 
=—> 2 “Sz 




















32 Religious and Miscellaneous Intelligence. [1825. 


and of the Stockbridge Indians, who 
have removed from the State of New- 
York. It will be a leading object of 
the committee to establish a school 
among the several tribes, as teachers 
may be procured and the means af- 
forded. 

The members of the Episcopal 
Church have now the subject of mis- 
sions brought fairly before them.— 
They who feel for their brethren in 
the western newly settled states, who 
are in a great measure destitute of the 
siated ordinances of the gospel, may 
contribute to the support of missiona- 
ries there; while others, who would 
prefer to give, of this substance, to 
procure the gospel to be preached 
among the heathen, who are residing 
within our national limits, or to pro- 
mote the education of their children 
in the principles of our holy religion, 
may direct their charities to be ap- 
propriated to these ends. 

The missionaries are all directed to 
inform the committee of their proceed- 
ings, at least once in every three 
months. From these sources we may 
now begin to look for regular informe- 
tion. which will be made public, ac- 
cording to a resolution of the executive 
committee. 

GEORGE BOYD. »? Commit- 

JACKSON KEMPER, § tee. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 6, 1824. 


ConveNTION OF Onto. 

We have received a most in- 
teresting Journal of a Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Ohio, held in St. 
Paul’s, Chilicothe, November 
3d, 4th, and 5th, 1824. From 
the Bishop’s Address to the Con- 
vention, we make the following 
selections, not having room for 
the whole. 

Bishop Chase's Visit to England. 

An apparently trivial incident had 
suggested to us, that when the foun- 
tains in our own country were dried 
np, or insufficient ; when a famine of 


ihe means to sustain our Church threat- 
ened us with desolation, there was a 


blessed land to which a man of God 
might fly ;—a land in which, though 
continually munificent to all, the bar- 
rel of meal, and the cruise of oil had 
never failed. 

To this land were we directed ; and 
to this land our Missionary Society re- 
solved to send a Messenger, and make 


known our wants. The circumstances . 


which prevented the person appoint- 
ed, from preceeding on the mission, 
and my own determination to supply 
his place, are well known to you all, 
as also the unexpected objections urg- 


ed against ihe measure by many of 


our castern brethren, and the obstruc- 
tions and difficulties thrown in our 
way. But of these I will not speak 
further ; they are passed ; they oe 
been happily surmounted ; the errors 
in which they were founded have been 
dissipated ; and I[ trust we shall no 
longer remember them, except as 
chastening afflictions permitted only 
for our spiritual good. 

When a resolution is once formed, 
evidently in accordance with the word 
of God, and sustained by a conscious- 
ness of divine direction, it is no sub- 
ject of regret that the efforts to carry 
it into execution are surrounded with 
apparent difficulties. It makes us feel 


our dependence to be on God alone ; 


and, when crowned with success, it 
makes the glory more conspicuously 
His. We have many cxomagies of this 
in Holy Scriptures. David went not 
forth to fight Goliah clad in the armour 
of Saul, nor bearing his sword, or his 
spear. The armour of faith, the shep- 
herd’s sling, and a stone from the 
brook, were abundantly sufficient, 
when directed by the God of Israel, 
to destroy his enemy and work salva- 
tion to his people. Gideon, with a 
few, discomfited an host more surely 
than he would have done with many. 
Jonathan and his armour bearer, con- 
fiding in the power God, put to flight 
an army of aliens. And a few loaves 
and small fishes were enough, in the 
hands of the Lord, to feed five thou- 
sand. 

With this simple and undisguised 
dependence on God, was the mission 
to Old England undertaken ; and most 
signally has our trust in Him been 
crowned with success. That great 
and generous people, from whom the 
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most of us derive our origin, and who 
are spreading the Gospel throughout 
the world, received your messenger 
with kindness, heard the story of your 
wants with compassion, investigated 
your plans with candour, examined 
earefully the objections urged against 
you, and finally determined in your 
favour and munificently contributed to 
‘your relief. 

My powers are not equal to an enu- 
meration of all the instances of kind- 
ness, which were showered upon me : 
far less is it within the reach of my 
abilities to give a full estimate of that 
Fellowship, which in the bonds of our 
common Church, accompanied the 
rich gifts to our infant western Zion. 
Very pleasant, however, is the recol- 
lection thereof; their memery is em- 
balmed in my heart ; and it is a delight 
more than a duty thus officially to ac- 
knowledge them. Never was benev- 
olence more disinterested : never was 
Christian zea) more active. Delicacy, 
as well as generosity, was the charac- 
teristic of our benefactors. The task 
of solicitation being assumed by the 
most respectable characters, the rich 
feaats of intellectua! intercourse and 
Christian courteousness, were every 
























Religious and Miscellaneous Intelligence. 33 


where spread before me. I deny to my- 
self the pleasure of pronouncing, and 
to you that of hearing the names of our 
benefactors in this address, because I 
cannot, without offending their delica- 
cy, speak of them as my heart prompts 
and they deserve. 

Wherever I went, one continued 
succession of hospitality, beneficence, 
and Christian communion, cheered my 
heart and elevated my opinion of my 
fellow men. God is merciful unto me, 
thought I, in giving me grace in the 
eyes of this people, whose God is the 
Lord, and whose kindness to me is ihe 
fruit of the Gospel of peace. 

The hand of Divine Providence 
seemed visible in disposing and direct- 
ing all things to promote our object, and 
to bless our efforts. Before our own 
thoughts had been directed to England 
for assistance, our existence as a Dio- 
cese, our labors and our necessities 
were known to some, and had excited 
towards us feelings of kindness and 
sympathy. I brought with me from 
England a rich and well wrought set 
of Communion Plate, for the chapel of 
our intended Seminary, on the chief 
piece of which is the fullowiog inscrip- 
tion : 


“4 Flagon, two Chalice’, too Patens, and Collecting Plate. 


THIS COMMUNION PLATE 


WAS PURCHASED WITH A SUM OF MONEY WHICH THE LATE 
JOHN BOWDLER, ESQ. 
Of Eitham in Kent, England, 


APPROPRIATED TO THE USE OF THE 
RIGHT REV. PHILANDER CHASE, D. D. BISHOP OF OHIO, 
And was, by the Bisliop’s desire, 


DEDICATED FOREVER TO THE SERVICE OF THIS CHAPRL. 


A.B. 1824.” 


John Bowdler, Esq. whose name is 
thus connected with our infant Semi- 
nary, and whose memory we shall 
ever cherish with gratitude, died some 
months before my arrival in England. 
Previously to this event, the Rev. Dr. 
Jarvis, of Boston, had communicated to 
the Scotish Bishops an account of our 


newly formed Diocese, and of its in- 
teresting condition. 

This information Mr. Bowdler re- 
ceived through the Scotish Bishops, 
while on his death bed ; and was thus 
moved to leave behind him a memo- 
rial of his regard for the Church in the 
wilderness. I am induced to mention 
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this one of many imstances of Pro- 
vidential interposition in our favor, be- 
cause the liberal donor, having depart- 
ed to receive his full reward, can be 
named without offence. 

The amount of donations, I had 
reason to believe, before I left Eng- 
land, nearly equalled 20,000 dollars.— 
This may not be exclusive of expenses 
and specific liberalities. Among the 
latter are the set of plate for the Holy 
Communion already alluded to; and 
another set of smaller size for the use 
of the Bishop and his successors, pre- 
sented to him by a select number of 
his most affectionate friends. 

The stereotype plates for the Com- 
mon Prayer book, were nearly finish- 
ed before I left Londen. The valve 
of the books contributed is not exactly 
known ; their number, before I return- 
ed, was about 500. 

That interesting part of our plan, 
through which so much good is antici- 
pated, the design of having a printing 
press attached to our Seminary, met 
with such general and cordial approba- 
tion in England, that separate funds 
for it also were set on foot. And 
though the amount of each subserip- 
tion was limited to a guinea, yet a 
generous anxiety to subscribe, made 
the sum, in a few weeks, nearly equal 
to our wants. 

I had determined to follow the ad- 
vice of some of my most sincere and 
judicious friends in England, to remain 
there until our object should have been 
fully accomplished, but mature reflec- 
tion convinced us that the good to be 
obtained by remaining abroad was evi- 
dently less than the evil to our Diocese 
athome. My thoughts were upon you, 
my dear Brethren, and the scattered 
and languishing congregations which 
you represent. Many assurances, how- 
ever, were most kindly afforded me 
before I left that country, that our 
cause should not suffer by my depar- 
ture. ‘“ Though,” said they, “ you are 
obliged to leave us thus early, to as- 
semble your convention and to obtain 
your incorporating act, yet your 
friends, who are many, will not suffer 
your attention to the immediate and 
pressing wants of your Diocese, to ope- 
rate to the detriment of the Ohio Fund. 
You shall have our prayers always, 
and to these we will add our exertions 


in your favor. Let your own people 
do but their duty, and our endeavors 
will not be wanting.” These most ani- 
mating assurances were given before I 
left England. Since my return they 
have been renewed to the same effect, 
in the most obliging manner, and by 
the best of persons. 


New Churches. 

In the parishes of St. Peter’s Church, 
Morristown; Christ Church, Beaver ; 
St. Luke's, Perry ; and St. Matthew’s, 
Mill-creek, Churches are building — 
These, though of the humblest form, 
are an honor to the founders, and, in 
regard to futurty, of the brightest pro- 
mise. These little buildings in our 
woods are sure tokens of a blessing to 
the people, in their present and future 
generations. They are as the Ark of 
the Covenant in the house of Obed- 
edom ; and we trust, experience will 
permit it to be said of them, as of him, 
“The Lord hath blessed Obed-edom 
and al! bis household, and all that per- 
taineth to him, because of the os of 
God.” 


Periodical Publication. 

I have but one subject more to lay 
before you, and then f shall close this 
address. The great utility to Chris- 
tianity in general, and to this Diocese 
in particular, of a well conducted pe- 
riodical publication, under the patron- 
age of ie convention, has long ocecu- 
pred my mind. The time to ctm- 
mence such a work, and with vigour, 
in a united effort, seems now to have 
come. Every great work wants a 
Book of Record in which to inscribe 
its proceedings ; and of this, our Semi- 
nary should not, must not, be depriv- 
ed. 


The following report of a 
committee, and resolve of the 
convention, are here inserted, 
as intimately connected with the 
last preceding paragraph from 
the Bishop’s Address 

The Committee appointed on that 
part of the Bishop's address relative to 
a periodical publication, connected 
with the intended Theological Semi- 
nary in the Diocese of Ohio, beg leave 
to report: That, in their estimation, it 
is an object of great importance, and 
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worthy of the zealous support of this 
Convention, and the friends of said 
Seminary generally. ‘The Committee 
would therefore respectfully recom- 
mend the following : 

Resolved, That this Convention, 
deeply impressed with its great utility, 
deem such a work highly expedient, 
and recommend that the Bishop take 
measures for commencing: its publica- 
tion. : 

The Episcopal acts of Bishop 
Chace, since the convention of 
1823, have been few, in conse- 
quence of his absence from the 
state, the greater part of the 
time. Before his departure, he 
admitted John M. Jones, and 
James A. Fox, to the Holy Order 
of eacons; and the Rey. Phi- 
lander Chase, jr., and the Rey. 
John Hall, to the Holy Order of 
Priests. The Rev. Mr. Jones 
and the Rev. Mr. Chase, are now 
deceased. He also administered 
Confirmations, in five different 
Churches, to eighty-four per- 
sons. The number of baptisms 
reported to the Convention is 
215. The whole number of 
communicants belonging to the 
Church in Ohio, does not appear, 
from the Journal. Lay dele- 
gates attended from sixteen dif- 
ferent parishes, and the number 
of Clergymen officiating in the 
state is seven, besides the Bishop. 
Gonstitution of the Theological Semi- 

nary. 

Arr. I. The Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church for the Dio- 
eese of Ohio, do hereby establish a 
Seminary for the Education of Minis- 
ters of the Gospel in said Church ; 
such Seminary to be founded upon do- 
nations made, and to be made, in the 
united Kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and in America, for that pur- 
pose,and to be known by the name of 
“Tae TurorocicaL Seminary or 
THE Protestant Episcopa, Cuurcn 
fy tHE Diocesp or Ono.” 


Arr. I]. The said Seminary shall 
be established by the Convention of 
the Diocese, at such place within the 
same as shall be consistent with the 
deed of donation, executed by the 
Bishop of Ohio, in England, on the 
27th day of November, 1823; and 
when once established, shall for ever 
afier remain in the same place. 

Arr. HL. The direction and manage- 
ment of said Seminary shall be vested 
in a board of Trustees, which shall 
consist of the Bishop of the Diocese 
for the time being, and of four clerical 
and four lay Trustees, to be chosen by 
the Convention of the Diocese, and to 
remain in office for the term of three 
years, and until their successors are 
chosen. This article, so far as it re- 
spects the number of clerical and lay 
Trustees, may from time to time be 
amended, by a concurring resolution 
of the Convention, and of the board 
of Trustees of the Seminary, so as to 
increase the number of elerical and lay 
Trustees, until the number of each 
may be 12; which number shall there- 
afier constitute the permanent board of 
clerical and lay Trustees. 

Art. TV. A majority of the whole 
number of Trustees shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum to do business. 
The Bishop, if present, shall preside. 
In his absence, a President pro tem. 
shall be appointed by ballot, whose of- 
fice shall expire with the final adjourn- 
ment of the meeting of the board at 
which the appointment was made. If 
any vacancy shall happen in the board 
of Trustees, such vacancy shall be fil- 
led by the Convention that may meet 
next thereafter. 

Arr. V. The Seminary shall be un- 
der the immediate charge and superin- 
tendance of the Bishop of the Diocese 
for the time being, as principal Profes- 
sor and President, and the salary to 
be received for his service, shall be 
fixed by the board of Trustees, at their 
annual meeting preceding the com- 
mencement of such salary. 

Arr. VI. The board of Trustees 
shall have power to constitute Profes- 
sorships, and to appoint and remove 
the Professors, wal to prescribe the 
course of study, and to make all rules, 
regulations and statutes, which may 
be necessary for the government of the 
Seminary, and to secure its prosperity ; 
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provided, that all such rules, regula- 
tions, statutes, or other proceedings, 
shall for ever be in conformity “ to the 
doctrine, discipline, constitution and 
canons of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States of Ameri- 
ca, and to the course of study preserib- 
ed, or to be prescribed, by the Bishops 
of the said Church.” 

Arr. VIL. If, at any time, the gene- 
ral Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of 
America, shall, by resolution, entered 
in their Journals, declare any rule, 
regulation, statute or other proceeding 
of the board of Trustees hereby con- 
stituted, to be contrary to the doctrine, 
discipline, constitution, and canons of 
the Church, or to the course of study 
prescribed by the Bishops, such rule, 
regulation, statute, or other proceed- 
ing, shall thenceforth cease to have ef- 
fect, and shall be considered as abro- 
gated and annulled. 

Art. VIII. The Bishops of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Chureh in the Uni- 
ted States of America, shall individu- 
ally, and any two or more of them, be 
visitants of the Seminary, to take care 
that the course of discipline and in- 
struction be conformable to the pre- 
ceeding provisions. And it shall be 
lawful for any one of the Bishops 
aforesaid, at any time, to institute im 
his own name and character of Bish- 
op, any proper legal process to en- 
force and secure the administration of 
the Seminary according to the foun- 
dation herein prescribed. 

Arr. IX. The board of Trustees 
shall meet at the Seminary annually, 
on the Friday succeeding the meeting 
of the Convention. The Bishop, up- 
on the application of one member of 
the standing Committee of the,Diocese 
and two clerical and two lay Trus- 
tees, made in writing, shall at any time 
call a special meeting of the board, to 
be held at the Seminary, at a time 
to be appointed by the Bishop, notice 
of which shall be given to al! the Trus- 
tees. 

Art. X. This Constitution may be 
amended by the concurrent yote of 
the Bishop, a majority of the board of 
Trustees of the Semmary, and a ma- 
jority of the Convention of the Dio- 
cese. But if at any time an amend- 
ment shall be proposed and voted 


unanimously by the board of Trustees 
of the Seminary, and by the Conven- 
tion, then such amendment shall pre- 
vail without the assent of the Bishop. 





Eaceryess or Romay-Catuoric Pir- 
GRIMS FOR THE Bixee. 

The following is from the Sec- 
retary of the Frankfort Bible So- 
ciety, Germany. 

A few weeks ago, we distributed 
New Testaments among sundry Ro- 
man Catholics engaged in a pilgrimage 
to Waldieren. They passed through 
Frankfort, on two successive days, at 
certain appointed hours; and were, 
this year particularly numerous. The 
first day, fixed for the entry of the in- 
habitants belonging to the districts of 
the Rhine, the Moselle, and the Lahn, 
we conveyed 600 copies of the New 
Testament to the place of distribution ; 
supposing that, as formerly, they would 
pass through in companies of 20 or 30 
persons only: but what was our sur- 
prise, when we found onrselves sud- 
denly surrounded by nearly 1000 peo- 

le at once, all anxious to obtain cop- 
1es of the New Testament! They had 
relinquished those scruples, which, in 
former years, they entertained ; and 
many testified, with a degree of exul- 
tation, of what they had read in the 
Sacred Volume, and how convinced 
they were of the excellency of its ccn- 
tents. One female made the remark 
that the book which we distributed 
was precisely the same as that used 
by the clergyman, when taking the 
text for his sermon ; and that, as he 
quoted chapter and verse, it was of 

reat advantage to possess a New 

estament, in order to be able to read 
it again at home. Indeed, such was 
the gratitude and cordiality of these 
poor pilgrims, that it took up no small 
portion of our time in shaking hands 
with them ; and, after all, nearly 300, 
at the very least, were obliged to go 
away without a copy. It will afford 
you pleasure to learn, that the total 
number of copies disposed of in both 
days amounts to 1139; and, from op- 
portunites which we have had of o 
serving the class of people among 
whom they were circulated, we have 


— 


i Tah AN 
RE PtP eS oo 
Reet BBS 








Fie aac cho EMG pg Sea teat ene Sa 


to, Sia Sspslimskc att. he 


4 
4 


1 pate Re +i, 


e 








Se 4 


" Fa glen 


po 2 = OE Sie oe 


1835.] 


great reason to hope that the Lord 
will more and more cause the morn- 
ing-star of light and truth to arise and 
shine in their hearts. 





The Seventh Annual Meeting 
of the Society for the Education of 
Pious Young Men for the Minis- 
iry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, was held in Christ’s 
Church, Georgetown, D. C. on 
Thursday, the 28th of October, 
1824. 

In the November Number of 
the Washington Theological Re- 
pertory, is a particular account 
of the above meeting, a Report 
of the Board of Directors, and 
a copy of the Constitution. The 
following is a brief summary of 
the most interesting parts of the 
article alluded to in the Reper- 
tory. 

The Society is composed of 
such persons as contribute not 
less than one dollar annually to 
its funds. ‘Those who pay filty 
dollars at one time, or seventy- 
five dollars in three annual in- 
stalments are members for life. 
Clergymen are members for life 
by payiag thirty dollars. Those 
who pay one hundred dollars are 
denominated Patrons.—T he offi- 
cers of the society are a Presi- 
dent, four Vice-Presidents, a Se- 
cretary, Treasurer; and thirty 
Managers. The above named 
officers, together with the Pa- 
trons of the Society, constitute a 
Board of Directors, to conduct 
all such concerns of the Socie- 
ty, as are not otherwise pro- 
vided for, 

The Rev. William H. Wil- 
mer, D. D. of Alexandria, D. C. 
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is President, for the present 
year. The other officers are 
from the states of Maryland and 
Virginia, with the exception of 
the Rev. James Milner, D. D. 
of New York, the Rev. N. B. 
Crocker of Providence, R. I. 
the Rev. George Boyd of Phila- 
delphia, the Rev. Stephen W. 
Prestman, of Delaware, the Rev. 
William Hooper of North Caro- 
lina, and George Warner, Esq. of 
New York, who are Managers. 

We learn from the Report of 
the Board of Directors, that in 
the summer of 1823, the mem- 
bers of the Society engaged 
with renewed ardor in the ob- 
jects of their association; and, 
although their means were scan- 
ty, yet with a few zealous 
friends, they received, under 
their patronage, several students 
in divinity, appointing a salary 
to the Rev. Ruel Keith as their 
Instructor. These measures gave 
a new impulse to the friends of 
the institution— individuals came 
forward and made liberal contri- 
butions—and auxiliary societies, 
especially among the ladies, 
were formed, and rendered es- 
sential service. At the end of 
the year, dated from the com- 
mencement of Mr. Keith’s in- 
structions, the Directors of the 
Society assembled at Alexandria, 
expressed their encouragement 
in the following language—* At 
no period have the Board been 
more encouraged to go on in the 
good work they have taken in 
The Lord has prospered 
their feeble efforts beyond their 
most sanguine expectatiens, and 
they humbly pray that gracious 
God on whom they solely rely, 
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to continue to them his bless- 
ings.” 

The whole number of young 
men, who have received aid 
from the society while pursuing 
their studies in reference to Ho- 
ly Orders, is twenty—* twenty, 
who without its seasonable aid, 
would probably have never 
been able to enter with any 
prospect of much - utility, that 
holy office in which it is now 
earnestly hoped, they will ere 
long be found successful in bring- 
ing many a wandering soul to 
the arms of everlasting mercy. 
Of this number, six have been 
ordained, one of whom, is now 
an acceptable preacher in the 
destitute suburbs of the city of 
Philadelphia, while the others 
are occupying situations in dil- 
ferent parts of Virginia, which 


before their arrival were per- ¢ 


fectly devoid of our public 
means of grace.” 

‘* Eight of those at present on 
the assistance of the Society have 
during the last year, been pur- 
suing their studies at the Theo- 
logical Seminary of Virginia, lo- 
cated at Alexandria, under the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Keith, and 
the Rey. Dr. Wilmer, the two 
Professors of that institution.” 

In ordinary cases no assistance 
is rendered, except in board, and 
all monies thus appropriated, 
are considered as loans, which 
ihe persons receiving them are 
in conscience bound to return. 
* This regulation has been adop- 
ted not only on account of its 
operation upon the funds of the 
institution; but for the sake of 
the relief it affords to the feel- 
ings of those who need assistance 
but are not willing to receive it, 








[1825. 


unless associated with the ex- 

pectation of repayment.” 

During the past year two 
life members have been added 
to the Society, by the subscrip- 
tion $50 each, and vaiuable pre- 
sents in Thelogical Books have 
been contributed suitable for the 
use of students in Divinity. Se 
ven new Auxiliary Female Soci- 
eties have also been formed the 
past year, making the number 
of its Auxilaries 13. The Board 
of Directors state, that they have 
received much pecuniary assist- 
aoce from these institutions, and 
recommended the formation of 
others, particularly with a view 
to make their ministers life mem- 
bers. The receipts of the year, 
including $768, 24 received on 
the day of meeting, amount to 
$2643, and the expenditures to 
1413. 

Since the formation of the So- 
ciety, nine gentlemen have be- 
come Patrons by the payment 
of $100 each, and twelve have 
been made life-members by the 
payment of 50 or $75 each. 





Gexerat Tueorocicar Seminary. 

On the evening of the festival of All 
Saints, Monday, Nov. Ist, the annu- 
al address, on occasion of the opening, 
after vacation, of the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, 
was delivered in Trinity Church in this 
city, by the Rev. Benjamin T. Onder- 
donk, Professor of the nature, ministry, 
and polity of the Church, and an assis- 
tant minister of Trinity Church, New- 
York. The evening prayer was read 
by the Rev. Robert B. Croes, Deacon, 
of New-Jersey, an alumnus of the sem- 
inary.—Ch. Journal. 





The Rev. George Thomas Chap- 
man, D. D. has been appointed Pro- 
fessor in Transylvania University at 
Lexington, Kentucky. 
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The Treasurer of the Domestic Fo- 
reign Missionary Society of the Prot- 


estant Episcopal Church in the United 


States of America recently acknowl- 

edged the receipt of the following :— 

A life subscription from Miss 
Eliza Turner, - - - - 

A life subscription from the Rev. 
James Chapman, Rector of St. 
Peter’s Church ,Perth Amboy, 30,00 

A donation received from the 
Rev. John Croes, President of 
the Managers of the Mission- 
ary Association, New-Bruns- 


wick, N.J. - - - - - - 2,00 


$30,00 


The Treasurer of the Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church for the 
Advancement of Christianity in Penn- 
#ylvania, acknowledges the receipt of 
One Hundred and Seventy Dollars, 
from an unknown benefactor, received 
through the medium of the Right Rev. 
Bishop White. One hundred dollars 
will be added to the Permanent Fund, 
and the remaining seventy dollars, ap- 
vlied to the current purposes of the 
Nociety, in conformity with the wishes 
of the benevolent donor— Phil. Recor. 


The Treasurer of the American 
Board of Foreign Missions, acknow}- 
edges the receipt of $3,228 20, between 
the Isth of November and the 20th 
December, 1824. 





ConsrcraTiIons AND ORDINATIONS. 

On Sunday the 24th Oct, the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, in Lewis- 
town, Pennsylvania, was consecrated 
to the service of Almighty Ged, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop White, of Phi- 
ladelphia. 


The Christian Remembrancer for 
August, 1524, states that “ on Sunday 
the 25th [of July] the Rev. C. Lips- 
comb, D. D. @ate fellow of New 
college, Oxford, Lord Bishop of Ja- 
maica, and the Rev. W. H. Coleridge, 
D. D. late student of Christ church, 
Oxford, Lord Bishop of Barbadoes and 
the Leeward Islands, were consecrated 
at Lambeth chapel. The sermon on 
the occasion was preached by the Rev. 
A. M. Campbell, M. A. 

On Sunday the 16th of Oct. Henry 
J. Whitehouse, A. M. was admitted 
te the Holy Order of Deacons, at 
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Grace Church, New-York, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop Croes, of New-Jer- 
sey. 

At an ordination, held Oct. 11th, in 
St. Luke’s Church, New-York, the 
Rey. Cornelius R. Duffie, A. M. dea- 
con was admitted to the Holy Order 
of Priests, by the same Bishop, acting 
in behalf of the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart, still remaining in Europe for 
the improvement of his health. 

At an ordination, by the same Bish- 
op, and acting in the same rung | 
held in St. Peters Church, Amboy, 

J. Mr. Joseph Peirson, of the Diocese 
of New-York, was admitted to the Ho- 
ly Order of Deacons, November 10. 

Rey. John Sellon, Rector of Christ 
Church, in Ann-street, New-York, was 
on Sunday, Dec. 5, admitted to the 
Order of Priests, at Hartford, Conn. 
by the Right Rev. T. C. Brownell, D. 
D. LL. D. officiating in the absence 
of Bishop Hobart, as Mr. Sellon be- 
longs to the Diocese of New-York. 
Morning prayer was read by Rev. Mr. 
Warner. The candidate was present- 
ed by the Rev. Professor Doane of 
Washington College, Hartford, and 
the Ordination Sermon preached by 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rector of Christ’s 
Church, Hartford. 


At an ordination, held by the Right 
Rev. Bishop White in St. James’ 
Church, Philadelphia, on Sunday, Dec. 
19th, ls24, being the fourth Sunday in 
Advent, Mr. William Eldred, was ad 
mitted to the Holy Order of Deacons, 
and the Rev. Norman Nash, and the 
Rev. Samuel Bowman, were admitted 
to the Order of Priests. 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
OBITUARY. 


Died in Lanesborough, in the County 
of Berkshire, in September last, Capt. 
Ernram Braprey, for many years 
one of the Wardens of St. Luke’s 
Church, in that place, a gentleman, 
highly distinguished for his benevo- 
lence, integrity, and ardent devotion 
to the interests of the church. The 
loss of such a man, to friendship, so- 
ciety, and religion, is not easily repair- 
ed; and, although the indiscriminate 
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eulogiums which it is now common 
to pass upon the characters of the de- 
ceased, are seldom to be approved, it 
is, nevertheless, oar duty and our priv- 
ilege to remember, to honor and to im- 
itate those who have left for our con- 
templation an example of extraordina- 
ry worth and usefulness. 

At the interment of Capt. Bradley, 
an impresive and appropriate discourse 
was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Hum- 
phrey, from Psalm 26. 8. “Lord I 

ave loved the habitation of thy house 
and the place where thine honor 
dwelleth.” From this, the following 
extracts are made, which, we trust, 
will be read with pleasure and with 
profit. 

“Capt. Ephraim Bradley was the 
eldest son of the late William Brad- 
ley, who was one of the first who be- 
came members of the Episcopal 
Church in this town; who was uni- 
formly upright in his conduct, affable 
and benevolent; strict and zealous in 
his religion. He lived highly respec- 
ted, and died age lamented, by all 
his acquaintance. His son Ephraim 
became a communicant in the Church 
in the days of his youth. And it 
was his constant practice to attend 
public worship, on the Lord’s day, 
and on other days when this Church 
was opened for that purpose. No mis- 
understandings which arose in the so- 
ciety of which he was a member ever 
induced him to vacate his seat in the 
house of God. And he was not one of 
those people who are subject to a Sun- 
day sickness which hinders them from 
attending public worship, and from 
which they generally recover in season 
to pursue their labours or diversion on 
Monday. Many times undoubtedly, he 
has attended church on the Lord's day 
when his health was such as would 
have prevented him from pursuing the 
business of his secular celling. But 
however strict and constant he was in 
the duties of the sanctuary, his devo- 
tions were not confined to the public 
assembly, For as soon ashe hada 
family he began to read the scriptures 
and to pray in his house. And he con- 
tinued the practice through life.” 


“* He was always ready to contribute 
his full proportion for the support of 
public worship. In early life he had 
imbibed the opinion, that according to 
the example of the patriarch Abraham, 
the vow of Jacob, and the appoint- 
ment of God under the old dispensa+ 
tion, christians were bound to give 4 
tenth of their property for the support 
of those who minister in holy things. 
Accordingly, when he estimated his 
property at ten thousand dollars, he 
gave one thousand for the support of 
public worship. And when, by @vote 
of the Society, it was refunded him, 
he applied the interest arising“from it 
to the poses for which it was origin- 
ally intended ; saying that he had givs 
en it for a religious use, and he could 
not conscientiously apply it to any 
other. Heé continued so to do unt 
he had paid at least one thousand dol- 
lars interest. And in the mean time 
there was asum for the support of 
public worship annually raised by tax- 
ation, of which he also paid his pro- 
portion.” 

“'T’o raise a fund for the support of 
a clergyman in this chureh was an ob- 
ject which for years lay near his heart. 
He proposed to the societg that if they 
would pay $200, he w secure to 
them the sum which d_ origin- 
ally given, and also, would leave 
something more for their benefit af- 
ter the death of himself and wife 
And when this proposal was accepted, 
he cheerfully paid over to the society 
the sum subscribed. And in the dis- 
tribution of his estate he has left a 
farm, worth more than 1000 dollars, 
which is eventually to be added to the 
funds of the society. He has, also, 
left a thousand dollars for, the support 
of a school. Such was his love to the 
duties and privileges of public wor- 
ship, that he has often been heard to 
say, that if he were t@ be called away 
by death, in any other place than his 
own dwelling, if he could have his 
choice, he would rather that it might 
be in the church.” The memory of 
the just is blessed. 











NEW PERIODICAL WORK. 
There has lately been commenced in London a Quartely The- 
ological Review, devoted to the Church. 
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